Book Reviews

Terrorism is not
a football game

by Carol White

Patriot Games

by Tom Clancy

G.P. Putnam’s Sons, New York
540 pages, hardcover, $19.95.

Some time ago, while flipping through the pages of the Wall
Street Journal, 1 came upon a glowing review of this book.
It appeared on the Op Ed page of the Journal, and most
surprisingly, was by Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger.
Well, if he found it a “good read,” that was a good enough
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reason for me to reserve it at my local library branch, espe-
cially as the author’s first book, Red October, was an ex-
tremely interesting look at submarine warfare.

The plot line of the book is adequately summarized on its
jacket. It goes like this: “. . .CIA analyst Jack Ryan is va-
cationing in London with his wife and young daughter, when
a terrorist attack takes place before his eyes. Instinctively, he
dives forward to break it up, and is shot. It is not until he
wakes up in the hospital that he learns whose lives he has
saved—the Prince and Princess of Wales and their new young
son—and which enemies he has made—the Ulster Libera-
tion Army, an ultra-left wing splinter of the IRA.”

The action centers around the terrorists’ attempts to get
at the Royal Family, coupled with their attacks on Ryan’s
own family, and how these are foiled. The book is certainly
lively, but its major premise is seriously flawed. Why then
did Secretary Weinberger find it worthy of review?

The book has little to say of interest about terrorist activity
itself, although it implies that all terrorism is a sociological
phenomenon. While the terrorists get military training in
Libyan camps, it is implied that the various grouplets func-
tion independently. The reality of how terrorist groups are
utilized by the Soviets as an irregular-warfare extension of
their military capabilities is not even suggested; nor is the
fact that the U.S. intelligence community also runs various
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“radical organizations” or penetrates them, for its own pur-
poses.

The title of the book, Patriot Games, is not satirical, as
this concluding passage makes clear. Prince Charles and
Ryan are discussing terrorism, having just subdued the ter-
rorists. The Prince says: “I wanted to ask them why. . . .”

Ryan answers: “I guess maybe it comes down to justice.
If people believe in their society, they don’t break its rules.
The trick’s making them believe. Hell, we can’t always ac-
complish that, but you try your best, and you don’t quit.”

In a period, such as the present one, when it is becoming
increasingly apparent that the rules of the game don’t work,
this is a pretty pathetic solution. As the stock market crash
shows, reality will assert itself in the end. The decline of the
U.S. economy will not be reversed by encouraging more
“belief” in the magic of the market place. What is needed is
a program for reindustrialization that will encourage high-
technology investment. As the title of the book suggests,
intelligence is presented as the “Great Game.” One might
almost suppose that it is a deliberate counter thesis to the
book, Irregular Warfare, by Brig. Gen. F.A. von der Heydte,
first published in English in 1986 by EIR.

I found the sanctimonious tone of the book to be extreme-
ly distasteful. Everyone is represented as a bit too conscience-
stricken about violating the niceties of law, while combatting
their ruthless terrorist opponents. Our hero ponders whether
fighting the terrorists will corrupt our democratic system.
Well and good, if that were really a picture of our society, or
even of how the CIA operates. But as one who has suffered
the abuses of our judicial system—the illegal seizure of the
magazine Fusion, which I edited, and the merciless legal
harassment of my colleagues and associates, not least Lyn-
don LaRouche—the picture does not ring true.

Lastly, I wonder what possessed Clancy to choose Prince
Charles as his subject. Certainly, in view of the present vi-
cissitudes of the royal marriage, the portrait of the ideal
family hardly rings true. It is interesting that our author is at
pains to show the Prince as a “real man”—indeed, something
of a hero himself.

No one who depended upon the book for an inside view
of how the Royal Family really lives, would suppose that the
Royal Family is under attack in England for lacking just those
qualities which Clancy attributes to them. It is not just a
question of the Prince’s former valet dying of AIDS, or that
the Prince himself talks to vegetables, or that Soviet asset
Armand Hammer is his mentor; nor is it a question of the
high-living Princess. But surely, every insider knows that the
same military intelligence circles represented in the book are
highly dissatisfied with the prospect of the heir-apparent be-
coming King.

Indeed, the book appears to be a call for a reorganization
of the Anglo-Saxon intelligence services around the person
of Prince Charles. I guess the most interesting thing about
this book is, why did Caspar Weinberger give it such a fa-
vorable review?
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