Greek, English, and mathematics), he entered the Foreign
Service by examination. He does not avoid to-the-point char-
acterizations such as, “If, in a democratic country like the
United States, it is permissible to use the term ‘patrician,’ it
might be said that Bullitt was a member of one of the great
patrician families in the United States.” The attitude of State
Department official Sumner Welles, who “tended to regard
[Secretary of State Cordell] Hull as an unsophisticated prod-
uct of the backwoods of Tennessee,” Henderson attributes to
the background of Welles—*“like the President [Roosevelt],
a graduate of Groton and Harvard. . . .” Most informative is
Henderson’s account of what he dubbed “the era of Mc-
Carthyism in reverse,” under Roosevelt. Thus, in 1933, Act-
ing Secretary of the Treasury Henry Morgenthau “was emo-
tionally involved and obsessed by the fear that the State
Department would find some way of sabotaging the negoti-
ations” on recognition. In 1937, “largely as the result of
pressure exerted through influential persons in the White
House, the Division of Eastern European Affairs was abol-
ished,” in aprocess described by Henderson as “the purge”—
strong words from the man who was the only U.S. diplomatic
witness at the great Moscow purge trials the following year!
He relates how “many of the valuable documents in the files
of the division were mercilessly destroyed,” erasing intelli-
gence records on the Bolsheviks painstakingly gathered at
Riga and elsewhere, and others survived only because Ray
Murphy—a State Department expert on Soviet penetration
of the United States, who had worked his way up from a
clerical job—‘‘was able secretly to salvage . . . them and to
keep them hidden until the mania to destroy had subsided.”

Henderson tells of Commissar of Foreign Affairs (and
later Ambassador to the U.S.) Maksim Litvinov’s success in
having “his ideas conveyed to the White House through leftist
friends of Mrs. Roosevelt and the President.”

The missions of the first two U.S. ambassadors to the
U.S.S.R., William Bullitt and Joseph Davies, are recounted
in detail. Henderson was in the Soviet capital during both,
and had to stand in for Davies a good deal, as the latter spent
more than half the year traveling with his wife, General Foods
heiress Marjorie Merriweather Post. President Roosevelt had
informed Davies, the ambassador told Henderson, that “his
main mission in Moscow was to win the confidence of Stalin,
to be able to talk over Soviet-American relations frankly and
personally with Stalin.”

The book, which has been well organized by editor Baer
and is set up in attractive and readable style, contains well-
documented sections, interspersed in the chronology where
they arise, on various topics: a diplomat’s life in Moscow in
the 1930s, Soviet-American trade in the 1930s, the purge
trials, the Hitler-Stalin Pact, and others. Near the conclusion,
writing about Europe on the eve of World War II, Henderson
writes, “I felt as though I were a spectator in a gigantic theater
of the ancient Greeks, witnessing a play that must almost
inevitably end in tragedy.”
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Foreign policy seen
from the anti-hill

by Laurent Murawiec

Inside the Private Office: Memoirs of the
Secretary to British Foreign Ministers

by Nicholas Henderson

Academy Chicago Publishers, 1987

$15.95 hardbound, 138 pages, illustrated.

This self-complacent gossip published as a book by Nicholas
Henderson, Esq., a career British Foreign Office official who
was ambassador to Poland, West Germany, and France be-
fore crowning his career with the Washington Embassy, dis-
plays its author’s eye for the petty and the trivial, and his lack
of insight into any historical events happening in the world
he was a part of—except as ripples affecting the periphery of
his vision. Praised as revealing, if not the secrets, at least
some workings of British foreign policy-making, this book
is the Foreign Office’s bureaucracy gazing upon itself with -
its rituals and its mastery of the minutiae of Civil Service life.

Of course, so much of Britain’s actual foreign policy is
conducted privately, through the City, private clubs, and
intelligence networks, that Mr. Henderson may be excused:
As a bureaucrat, he only operated in the delicate balancings
of the rhetoric that “eventually” became officially stated pol-
icy; his was the world of the sacred dances and the time-
honored liturgies of diplomatic cant, the ant-hill battles and
the wars of the mice.

What is to be learned from this book? Some sentimental
junk, such as Foreign Secretary Bevin exclaiming in 1946:
“You know, Henderson, we’re capturing the moral leader-
ship of the world” and again, “I think Stalin’s decided that
he had better come to terms with me.” Of course, Bevin
“hardly ever looked at a book.” What wonder, then, that such
types as flourish in the diplomatic services the world over—
Foggy Bottom in America, the FCO in London, the Auswir-
tiges Amt in Bonn, the Quai d’Orsay in Paris, the Farnesina
in Rome—produce disasters as lawfully as hens lay eggs?
Their ability, exemplified by Henderson, to remain imper-
vious to and unscathed by wars, depression, crimes, and
misery, is only matched by their commitment to execute
long-term policies thought out by others, the ideological and
mental masters of the international game. But this is a chapter
untouched and unperceived in this slim volume. The only
question is: Why would any American publisher think of
inflicting it upon the public?
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