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acknowledged that he "illegally and stupidly" used cocaine, 
but insists that he was never the "middle-level drug dealer" 
Bissell accused him of being. Nonetheless, Guiffre, a first
time offender with no record, was threatened with the con
fiscation of his home, prosecution on felony charges that 
could lead to 10 years in prison, a $200,000 cash bail, and 
loss of his professional licenses, unless he agreed to sign over 
the deeds to his property and stipulate that they were bought 
with proceeds from drug dealing. When he asked to consult 
with a lawyer, he says he was told that there would be no 
deal if an attorney entered the picture. 

The two lots were sold several months later with Bissell's 
approval for a total of $20,000 to a buyer who later conveyed 
the property to Bissell's chief detective, the man who struck 
the deal with Guiffre. According to the New York Times, 
Bissell has about $300,000 (about half his current forfeiture 
fund) in a tiny Somerville, N.J. bank that opened last Decem
ber with total deposits of $1.8 million. The president of the 
bank, Robert P. Corcoran, is a long-time business associate 
of Bissell, and has joint investments with Thomas C. Miller, 
the county counsel, whose law partner, William Welaj, is a 
co-owner with Bissell in the office building the partner's firm 
occupies. 

Such petty corruption and contempt for constitutional 
procedure are endemic among state prosecutors who are 
eating the poison fruit of asset forfeiture. Bissell's office 
defends its practices, which are the subject of many com
plaints, as standard operating procedure. In 1989, Salem 
County, New Jersey prosecutor Frank Hoerst III was accused 
of stealing $40,000 from his forfeiture fund after he was 
audited by the state attorney general. Hoerst was removed 
from office, pled guilty to taking a lesser sum, and was given 
a non-custodial sentence when he paid an $8,000 settlement. 

War on the Constitution 
The mild punishment given to Hoerst is part of what 

encourages the brazen corruption manifested by Bissell's 
office. Far more important is the attitude which flows right 
from the top of the government-expressed by President 
Bush in his rant at the end of his escapade in the Persian 
Gulf, the call to bring "Desert Storm" home to the streets of 
America. Justice Department officials are habituated to use 
the vocabulary of war to characterize their approach to crimi
nal justice issues, and apparently are intoxicated by their 
own rhetoric. DOJ spokesman Matt Jeanneret was asked to 
explain the inequities of the asset forfeiture program and told 
a reporter that "asset forfeiture is to law enforcement what 
air power is to modem warfare." 

But the administration's war on the Constitution is failing 
on every count. According to the Houston Chronicle, the 
federal government loses money on up to half of its seizures 
in Houston and south Texas. Even the Justice Department 
can't stop the devaluation of real property in George Bush's 
depression. 
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