The Face of the New
Israeli Fascism

by Dean Andromidas

In preparation for launching awider war, |sragli PrimeMinis-
ter Ariel Sharon on April 8 officially welcomed Gen. (Re-
serve) Effi Eitam into his government. Eitam isinfamousfor
his racist and messianic world outlook, and is committed to
becoming Israel’s Mussolini. Sharon has brought him onto
the “inner security cabinet,” where he will participate in all
strategic decisions. At the same table is Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, thus burying the
last pretensethat the Labor Party ministers are anything more
than arubber stamp for Sharon.

This appointment serves as asigna to the world that un-
lessreal pressure—such ascutting off military aid—isimme-
diately applied, Sharon will not depart from his drive for a
regiona war. But the danger goes far deeper, because Eitam
represents the face of an overtly fascist movement that is
threatening to take full political power in Isragl. Speaking to
amass demonstration in Rabin Squarein Tel Aviv organized
by the Isradli settlers movement on March 11, Eitam—as if
he were Mussolini speaking from the balcony of the Piazza
Venezia—called for crushing the Palestinians. The crowd of
100,000 rejoined with the chant, “We want war.”

When Eitam’ s appointment was approved by the K nesset
(parliament), opposition leader Y oss Sarid, chairman of the
pro-peace Meretz party, said, “| am ashamed, asa Jew and an
Isragli, to live in a country where people with racist views,
who believein transfer and Haiderism, sit in the cabinet.”

Who IsEffi Eitam?

Eitam enters the government as chairman of the National
Religious Party, which, historically, has represented thereli-
giouswing of themostly secular Zionist movement. Sincethe
June 1967 war, it has become one of the farthest right parties,
as well as one of the most important advocates for creating
settlementsinthe West Bank and Gaza Strip. Its primary base
of support is among the most radical element of the settlers.
The NRP, unlike other Orthodox or ultra-Orthodox religious
parties, encourages serving in the Israeli Armed Forces, and
has military yeshivas throughout the settlements. Relative to
itssmall size, theNRPhasaconsiderable number of adherents
at all levelswithinthe Israeli Defense Forces (IDF). Eitam, a
brigadier general, is one of the most senior military officers
from areligious background.

A senior Israeli military source commented that Eitam is
far more dangerous than other rightists, “ because heisatrue
believer.” Thisisreferencetothefact that Eitamismessianic,
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and believesthat the Zionism of “normality” hasto giveway
to religious Zionism whose mission isthe rebuilding of Solo-
mon’s Temple on the holy site a-Haram a-Sharif/Temple
Mount. Eitamleft theregular military only in December 2000,
and he has never held elected office. He was simply made
chairman of the NRP, and brought into the government by
Sharon.

Eitam does not plan to stay on the margins of the Isragli
right, but to use his chairmanship of the NRP to form a new
movement encompassing Sharon’s Likud and other center-
right parties as a platform for becoming prime minister.

Eitam laid out his worldview and policiesin an in-depth
interview inthelsragli daily Ha' aretzon March 22, oneweek
before Sharon launched his military attack on the Palestin-
ians. Eitam said that the biggest danger | srael facesiscapitula
tionto the demandsof Palestinian Authority President Y asser
Arafat and Islamic fundamentalism. His solution: “1 want to
make it clear that | do not think we should use weapons of
mass destruction. But | do think that in order to avoid asitua-
tion like that, we have to vanquish Arafat along with Irag
and Iran as one package. It isimpossible to talk with them,
impossibleto effect aconciliation with them; they haveto be
vanquished. Thereis no other way.”

One week after the interview, Sharon launched “ Opera-
tion Defensive Wall,” aimed at “vanquishing” Arafat. Will
Sharon also make Irag and Iran part of the same package?

In the interview, in answer to whether he thinks war is
certain, and necessary to prevent a more terrible war, Eitam
said, “Absolutely. The State of Isragl cannot afford to have
regimes like Iran and Iraq cross a line of nuclear capability.
Themodel of abalance of nuclear terror will not work against
regimeslike that.”

Askedif apreemptivestrikewerenecessary, Eitamvoiced
the “breakaway ally” policy that U.S. Presidential pre-candi-
date Lyndon LaRouche haswarned about: “ Certainly. If there
will be no one else to do it, we will face the same dilemma
that [Prime Minister Menachem] Begin faced when he
bombed the reactor in Iraq [in 1981]. . . . So in my opinion
we will have no choice, unlessthe Americansdoit first.”

Asked about a solution for the Palestinians, his solution
isexactly what Sharonisimplementing now: “ Theimmediate
solution consists of three elements. First, get rid of hisleader-
ship. Second, to enter AreaA and uproot the military-terrorist
capability. Third, tomakeit clear that therewill benoforeign
sovereignty west of the Jordan River. | am not sure that this
is the time to organize what will happen east of the Jordan.
But asfor the areawest of the Jordan, we haveto state that no
sovereignty will be established there other than that of the
State of Israel.”

As for the Palestinian leadership, Eitam said, “Put them
on trial. ... Simply that. ... Conduct Jerusalem trials and
place those murderers on trial.” Eitam rants that Arafat isa
“murderer, murderer, murderer,” who should be put on trial
aswas Adolf Eichmann.

Eitam’s" peaceplan” isinfact a“pieceplan.” OncePales-
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tinian resistance is crushed, Eitam would offer them “resi-
dence” statuswithout citizenship or even*“ self-rul€” in bantu-
stan-like cantons—since he considers al of the West Bank
and Gaza to be the “Land of Israel.” The Palestinian state
would be a “two-lobed state,” comprising the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan and the Sinai Peninsulain Egypt. Palestin-
ians should understand that if they want to exercise their
rights, “that iswherethey should beexercised.” But “whoever
does not accept [that] will have to betold: ‘ Y our placeis not
withus.” In caseslikethat, not even awink is needed.”

Eitam said that if the Palestinians continue to resist, “the
dynamic will shift tototal war thatisliableto inflict atragedy
on the Palestinian people. ... | can definitely see that as a
consequence of awar, not many Arabswill remain here.”

For Eitam, the same fate awaits the | sragli-Arab popula
tion, whom he called athreat that “resembles cancer,” and he
says that they, too, should look toward a Palestinian state in
“Jordan and the Sinai.”

In the April 4 Ha' aretz, commentator Akiva Elder criti-
cizesthe liberal left for protesting the fact that Nobel Litera-
ture laureate Jose Saramago recently drew a comparison be-
tween the situation in Ramallah and the Auschwitz death
camp. Elder wrote, ook at “a Jew like Brig. Gen. (Res.) Effi
Eitam, who called the Palestinians a ‘ cancer in the body of
the nation.” The fact that the Nazis were especially fond of
this metaphor is probably not lost on the general .”

Friendsin the United States

It would befolly to dismiss Eitam asjust another rightist
on the margins of Isragl’s political spectrum. Unlike others
such as Avigdor Lieberman of the Y’ srael Beitenu party, Ei-
tam enjoys considerable support in the United States. Unlike
the secular Likud leaders former Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu or Sharon, Eitam’ smessianic religiousworl dview
puts himinthe good graceswith his Christian fundamentalist
counterparts in the United States, who enjoy a strong hold
on the Bush Administration. This faction is represented by
Attorney General John Ashcroft within the administration,
and by certain Southern Republicans who are dependent on
the support of millions of Christian fundamentalists who
blindly support Isragl. Eitam’s commitment to “rebuilding
the Temple”’ ismusic to the ears of these millions who hope,
through supporting Israel’s march to war, to bring on the
much-awaited “ Armageddon” so they can be “raptured” and
brought to paradise.

A senior member of the Israeli peace camp stressed this
danger. “What worriesme, i sthe cooperation between Ameri-
can conservatives and thefascistson our side. They aregoing
against the vital interests of Israel,” he said.

Since leaving the army, Eitam has been promoted exten-
sively in the United States, meeting Senators and Congress-
man, and receiving financial support from the same circles
who have supported Netanyahu and Sharon.

In Washington, Eitam is sponsored by the utopian policy
circlesassociated with thewarhawks of the Bush Administra-
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tion, especially Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz
and Defense Policy Board Chairman Richard Perle. In No-
vember, Eitam was among the guest speakers at aconference
on terrorism sponsored by the New Atlantic Initiative and the
American Enterprise Institute. One of the AEI directors who
participated in the conference was Perle. Eitam, who spoke
on “Confronting the Terrorists,” sat alongside lain Duncan
Smith, the head of the British Conservative Party.

With thedrivefor awar on Irag infull swing in Washing-
ton, Eitam’ scall to “vanquish Arafat along with Iragand Iran
asonepackage” isalso musicto the ears of thosewho support
the “axis of evil” strategic policy.

Sharon Trying To Consolidate Support

Eitam was brought onto the government precisely when
Sharon is carrying out one of the most brutal massacres of
Palestinians since those at the Sabra and Shatila refugee
camps during the Lebanon War. Now, to be added to those
two refugee camps—whose names evoke images of the most
horrendous brutality—will be the refugee camp of Jenin.
Here, the lessons the IDF learned from its study of the Nazi
tactics in crushing the Warsaw Ghetto have become a real-
lifenightmare. A fuller picture of the devastation, lossof life,
and brutality of the operation will cometo light. But already
there are reports of hundreds of deaths, the digging of mass
graves, and an unyielding resistance by the Palestinians that
has so far taken 22 Israeli soldiers’ lives—15 in one engage-
ment, the largest number in a single fight since the L ebanon
War. Sharon’s attack will not only bring international scorn
onto Israel, but could have a profound impact on the Isragli
population, just as happened during the Lebanon War, when
asmany as400,000 | sraeliscameout into thestreetsin protest.
Already well over 400 Army reservists are refusing to serve
intheterritories. (A chronicle of Isragli atrocities accompan-
ies our coverage.)

Butitisnot only the Palestinianswho aresuffering. | sragli
civilians have been the target of Palestinian bombings.

Israeli commentator Meron Benvenisti, in Ha'aretz,
warned that Sharon’s support among the population will
evaporate. “No onehasever been ableto predict exactly when
the oppositionto war and bloodshed turnsfrom treachery into
alegitimate, indeed proper appoach; when moral condemna-
tions of acts of war become politically correct, and when a
phraselike‘awar for our homes' changesfrom being abattle
cry into blathering nonsense. Nobody has predicted it in ad-
vance, but experienceshowsthat themoment when the patrio-
tism of the herd turnsinto critical skepticism doesinevitably
arrive, sooner or later—sometimes in weeks or months, or
sometimes ageneration or two later.”

By shaping a regime around the fascist ideas that Eitam
espouses, Sharon hopesto capture this rage and disgust, and
channel it away from arational pursuit of peace, and into a
mass fascist movement that will rally behind his war poli-
cies—a movement blind to the fact that such policies are
bringing destruction down upon Isragl.
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