
make decisions.” Mayer admitted that there were times when
the opposing force was “constrained,” “ in order for us to
examine certain things.” He vehemently denied that “ the
books were cooked, or whatnot.” Selma Honors Its Civil

Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Peter
Pace amplified Mayer’ s remarks, speaking at the Pentagon Rights Heroes At Last
on Aug. 20. He noted that there were as many different experi-
ments going on at the same time as there were exercises also by Marianna Wertz
taking place. So, “ if what the opposition force commander
wanted to do, at a particular time in the experiment, was going

Civil rights heroes Amelia Boynton Robinson and her lateto change the experiment to the point where the data being
collected was no longer going to be valid as an experiment, husband, Sam W. Boynton, were honored for their leadership

in the civil rights movement in a beautiful, though long-over-then he was asked not to do that.”
Like Mayer, Pace insisted that the exercise was not rigged due celebration Aug. 17-18, sponsored by the City of Selma,

Alabama and the National Voting Rights Museum & Institute.but “ if some people in a particular part of the experiment felt
like their life was being controlled more than they would like Sam Boynton and Amelia—she is the Vice Chairwoman of

the Schiller Institute and a world-renowned leader of theit to be, that wouldn’ t surprise me.”
LaRouche political movement—pioneered the fight for vo-
ting rights for black Americans in Alabama, beginning inProblem Comes From Civilian Leadership

Van Riper’ s objections were very specific, however, in the 1930s.
Together, they spent decades laying the groundwork forterms of how new concepts should be tested in an exercise.

He is known as an expert in running opposing forces in exer- the movement led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; they invited
King to launch the famous fight in Selma which resulted incises. He apparently went into Millennium Challenge believ-

ing he would have the freedom to “stress” the concepts of the passage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act; and they supported
him, when virtually everyone else shrank back in fear. Thesupposed 21st-Century military transformation to its limits.

In an Aug. 14 e-mail quoted by the Army Times, Van Riper great danger and personal cost involved led to Sam Boynton’ s
early death from a heart attack, and left Amelia Boyntonwrote, “Unfortunately, in my opinion, neither the construct

nor the conduct of the exercise allowed for the concepts of gassed and beaten on the “Bloody Sunday” march across the
Edmund Pettus Bridge, on March 7, 1965.rapid decisive operations, effects-based operations, or opera-

tional net assessment [all described in EIR’ s Aug. 23 report] Yet, until this long-overdue celebration, the two had never
been honored in the city where they gave so much.to be properly assessed. . . . It was, in actuality, an exercise

that was almost entirely scripted to ensure a Blue ‘win.’ ”
Van Riper told the Army Times, “My main concern was ‘Don’t Know Our History’

Civil rights attorney J.L. Chestnut, author of Black inwe’d see future forces trying to use these things when they’ve
never been properly grounded in any sort of experiment.” He Selma, who worked with the Boyntons, noted in his tribute at

the event that Mrs. Boynton Robinson “has been honored allblamed the culture of Joint Forces Command, itself, for this
situation. “There’ s very little intellectual activity,” he said. over the world, and all over the United States. But the question

was, when will Selma get around to honoring Mr. and Mrs.“What happens is a number of people are put into a room,
given some sort of slogan and told to write to the slogan. Boynton?” The reason for the delay, he said, is “because we

don’ t know our history. There would have been no SelmaThat’ s not the way to generate new ideas.”
If there’ s a cultural problem within Joint Forces Com- civil rights movement except for S.W. and Amelia Boynton.

. . . There is no way to measure the influence of the Boyntonsmand, it comes from above. As EIR has reported, the troika
of Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz, Undersecre- on this town and nation. The [Civil] Rights Bill of 1964,”

which was the fruit of the Boyntons’ work, “changed thetary of Defense for Policy Doug Feith, and Defense Policy
Board chairman Richard Perle is committed to a Clash of world. . . . They inspired Martin Luther King. They inspired

me. . . . I am glad,” Chestnut concluded, “ that Selma has comeCivilizations outlook and “perpetual wars” of religion.
Linked to this is desire to ignore the sovereignty of other to do for you, Amelia, what the world has already done.”

Finally, perhaps 30 years later than it should have hap-nations, and the immediate insistence, by them and their fel-
low neo-conservative ideologues, on a war against Iraq— pened, that celebration was done right at the “Boynton Week-

end,” planned to coincide with Mrs. Boynton Robinson’s 91stwhich they claim will be “a cakewalk,” in the words of former
arms control official Kenneth Adelman. birthday. The LaRouche movement was there to give the hun-

dreds gathered a sense of the work which this brave womanWould they willingly permit any events or developments
within the military establishment that would tend to invalidate has accomplished in these last two decades, as she has traveled

the world to teach the lessons of the civil rights movementthe operational concepts that they are demanding?
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movement in recent years; she immedi-
ately made a point, in her interview with
CBS-TV affiliate WAKA, to say, “ I work
with Lyndon LaRouche, who is picking up
the broken pieces of the civil rights move-
ment. Have you heard of him? I’m sure you
haven’ t heard anything good, just as you
didn’ t hear anything good about Dr. Martin
Luther King, or about Jesus Christ when he
was being persecuted.”

On the Saturday program, at Mrs.
Boynton Robinson’s request, Schiller In-
stitute Vice President Marianna Wertz
brought greetings from Lyndon and Helga
LaRouche, and then introduced German
Bundestag candidate Louis Donath (who
had travelled to Selma especially for the
occasion), who beautifully sang a German
Lied for the assembled youth.

Political Leaders Pay Homage
The Sunday event was a four-hour cele-

A Selma, Alabama artist’s painting of civil rights heroes Sam and Amelia Boynton, is bration, including a sit-down dinner pre-
part of the monument finally being built to them by the city where their struggle led to

pared by young volunteers, which includedthe Voting Rights Act. It was unveiled by Selma City Councilwoman Bennie Ruth
speeches honoring Mrs. Boynton Robin-Crenshaw (left) and Felecia Pettway of the National Voting Rights Museum.
son by virtually every Selma politician, in-
cluding the recently elected Mayor James
Perkins, Jr., as well as resolutions passed

in her honor by both houses of the Alabama State Legislature.and to campaign for the man who, as she said, has picked
up the broken pieces of that movement and leads it today, U.S. Congressman Earl Hilliard, whose district includes

Selma, and who recently lost his reelection bid due to anLyndon LaRouche.
intense campaign against him by the Zionist lobby, sent a
message of congratulations.Youth Festival

The weekend began Saturday with an all-day festival at Mayor Perkins called the Selma civil rights fight “our
Ground Zero.” “ It takes a long time for ground zero to heal,”Selma University, attended by about 300 youth, with sporting

events, music, speeches, and food. The highlight was the un- he said. “We ought to consider ourselves blessed because God
decided to use Selma as Ground Zero. I thank God that inveiling of an exhibit by the festival organizers, Selma Coun-

cilwoman Bennie Ruth Crenshaw and Felecia Pettway of the every instance and generation, he raised up such leaders.
Thank God for the Boyntons.” Three members of the SelmaNational Voting Rights Museum. This features a portrait of

the Boyntons, painted by local artist Nate Brown, which will City Council then presented Mrs. Boynton Robinson the Key
to the City.be housed in a waterfall monument being constructed at the

campus. State Sen. Hank Sanders read the State Senate resolution
and a birthday message from Gov. Don Siegelman (D), whoAmelia Boynton Robinson addressed the Saturday gath-

ering briefly, urging the youth to exercise their right and duty thanked Mrs. Boynton Robinson for her “many years of dedi-
cation to preserving the noble principles of equality, fairnessas citizens by registering to vote and running for office, a

message she has brought to youth all across this country over and truth . . . which continue to greatly benefit our nation’ s
citizens.” Sanders, himself a noted civil rights leader, addedthe past decade. Mrs. Boynton Robinson had been, herself,

among the first ten black Americans to register to vote in that “Don Siegelman would not be Governor today except for
Amelia Boynton Robinson, and he knows this.”Selma’s Dallas County, which she succeeded in doing in

1930. Former Tuskegee Mayor Johnny Ford, who is now a state
representative, read the Alabama House resolution payingThe event was filmed by local television and the Selma

Times-Journal, which ran front-page headlines for two days tribute to Mrs. Robinson. He promised to honor her similarly
in Tuskegee, where she lives today, saying, “ I would not beon the celebration. Mrs. Boynton Robinson is aware of the

Selma press blackout and slander of LaRouche’ s political where I am today, were it not for Sam and Amelia Boynton.”
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Ford also commended her for her “work with Lyn-
don LaRouche around the world today.”

Civil rights attorney Rose Sanders choked back
tears as she thanked Amelia Robinson for giving her
the courage to fight today, against many of the same
problems which the Boyntons confronted 50 years
ago. Sanders reported that her radio station, a key
support for Hilliard’ s unsuccessful re-election cam-
paign, had just this year been burned down by still-
unknown persons. “Fifty years later, we are still hav-
ing some of the same troubles,” she said. “And I
hope I will have the courage that you had then. You
are as needed now as you were then,” Sanders told
Mrs. Boynton Robinson. “ It’ s painful, but if you can
stick it out, maybe I can, too.”

Attending the ceremonies on both days were
nearly 20 members of four generations of the
Boynton family, some of whom came from as far
away as California. Bruce Boynton, Sam and Ame-
lia’ s son and a civil rights attorney himself, who won
a landmark Supreme Court decision on busing while
a law student, spoke on Sunday, representing the
family. He recounted, in an emotional speech, the
memorial service for his father which was the first

Amelia Boynton Robinson holds the plaque from Alabama Gov. Donmass gathering in Selma’s nascent civil rights move-
Siegelman, as her 91st birthday is celebrated in Selma. A state legislator

ment. He recalled looking down the street at the observed that Siegelman would not have reached office without Amelia
thousands of faces, “ the people my father never Robinson’s decades of work, and other elected officials said the same of

themselves.saw,” as Sam and Amelia Boynton struggled almost
alone for years. That mass demonstration, sparked
by the death of this great man, was the beginning of
the movement which resulted, just one year later, in passage this nation become a new Roman Empire.

“Wherever she goes—be it the war-torn Balkans, Eastof the Voting Rights Act, Boynton said.
Berlin just after the fall of the Wall, or to hundreds of class-
rooms across this nation, Amelia has inspired audiencesA Beautiful Soul

The LaRouche movement’ s Marianna Wertz then intro- worldwide with the fierce, yet loving determination which
she brings to the fight for dignity and fundamental rights forduced Mrs. Boynton Robinson. “As Vice Chairwoman of the

Schiller Institute since the late 1980s, Amelia has travelled all human beings. Thank you, Amelia, for all that you’ve
given to the world.”the world, joining with Lyndon and Helga LaRouche, her

adopted son and daughter, in fighting to bring the lessons of Amelia Boynton Robinson spoke briefly but poignantly
at the close of the Sunday banquet. “ I am glad that I have beenthe American civil rights movement to a sorely troubled

world. Though they couldn’ t be here themselves today, the given the opportunity by the Schiller Institute to go about this
country and tell the truth. We have good people in America,LaRouches asked that I convey their greeting and wish for

the success of this wonderful celebration. Amelia is the em- but we’ve got to kill the cancer of hate. They hate me today,
but tomorrow they hate themselves. I have given children thebodiment of what Friedrich Schiller calls a ‘beautiful soul’

and a ‘citizen of the world,’ ” Wertz continued. “Her work will to be somebody, and I have seen the results. These young
people,” she said, pointing to the youth in the audience, “arewith the Schiller Institute is typified by her trip just last month

to Iran, where she was invited by the Iranian National Televi- our future. At 18 they can go to the electric chair; they can
also vote. We need to give them the good foundation they willsion to speak to audiences across the country about the real

America, the America she and the Schiller Institute repre- need to make the right decisions in life.”
At 91 years young, Amelia Boynton Robinson is inspiringsent. She spoke with thousands of people there, who are

watching in horror as the other America prepares for yet youth today with her courage and determination, just as much
as she and her husband did 50 years ago. The honor bestowedanother senseless war on distant shores. She gave them hope

that there is a movement in this country today which still on them at last by Selma, was a fitting testament to their
enormous contribution to humanity.is fighting to realize the dream of Dr. King, and will not let
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