in the extended Mideast region, to help prevent a Clash of
Civilizations.

“The West should clarify its priorities,” Ischinger wrote.
“We need to clarify whether, as somein Washington are sug-
gesting, weintend to pursueaWilsonian project for reshaping
the whole Middle East . . . and whether—as many in Europe
doubt—the West would have the resolve and staminato sus-
tainit. Transatlantic friction can best beavoided if we operate
on the basis of a shared vision. If we don’t start a serious
effort to define a more coherent long-term strategy toward
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that region, the West might be in trouble—and so might the
greater Middle East.”

Appealing to American Opposition

Thefact that Ischinger’s“boss,” German Foreign Minis-
ter Joschka Fischer, made similar remarks, the same Jan. 17,
inaninterview with the German Frankfurter Allgemeine Zei-
tung daily, showed that a special mobilization of Germany’s
diplomacy was on. That mobilization is coordinated with
France, which chairsthe United Nations Security Council for

The Elysée Treaty Is
A New Opportunity

This statement by Helga Zepp-LaRouche was circulated
by her Civil Rights Movement Solidarity (BuSo) party in
Germany, and the allied Solidarité et Progres party in
France, in observances of the 40th anniversary of the
Franco-German Elysée Treaty.

On the 22nd of January the German-French friendship
treaty reaches its 40th year. This Elysée Treaty, which
German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer and French Presi-
dent Charles de Gaulle concluded in 1963 as the founda-
tion for acommon foreign policy, can also play adecisive
roletoday inovercoming thecrisis. If Franceand Germany
act together for the development of modern infrastructure,
in the framework of the Eurasian Land-Bridge, Italy will
no doubt join this engine of development, as well as the
rest of the European continent.

If France and Germany jointly agree on the necessity
of suspending the Maastricht Treaty and the Stability Pact
because of the crisis, that is precisely what will occur,
and Italy and the other countries will follow. Already the
President of the European Commission, Romano Prodi,
haslabelled the Maastricht Treaty “stupid.” And if France
and Germany want to rediscover their identities asindus-
trial nations and the efficiency that has just been demon-
strated by the Chinese in Shanghai, then we must, along
with France, put on ice the enormous thicket of ecological
laws, regulations, and bureaucratic licensing procedures.

If Germany and France jointly agree, as part of the
40-year anniversary of the Elysée Treaty, this tangle of
ecological laws, the financial market liberalization of the
last 35 years, and the monetarist, growth-strangling strait-
jacket of Maastricht, can be abruptly set aside due to the
crisis. When the crisis has been overcome, but only then,
can we judge anew the logic, or illogic, of these regula-
tions.

The French President and German Chancellor before the
relief plaque commemorating Charles de Gaulle and Konrad
Adenauer, who signed the Elysée Treaty on Jan. 22, 1962,
establishing the French-German postwar friendship.

Old friendships, like those which were established by
Adenauer and de Gaulle between Germany and France,
often, over longer intervals, express their significance in
small, overlooked areas, such as youth exchanges, lan-
guage promotions, and so forth. But many times these
friendshipsare confronted withthechallengeto overcome,
jointly, greater problems. That is exactly the case today,
when France, in January, and Germany, in February, take
over the chairmanship of the UN Security Council—the
two months during which it will be determined whether
the war against Iraq will be stopped. But such a common
great chalenge, as well, is infrastructural and economic
integration as Eurasia’ s security policy.

Therefore, |et’ s seize the moment! We need a national
debatein Germany about thesequestionswhichwill decide
our future, but also in France. An extraordinary opportu-
nity for such abroad public discussion isthe state election
campaigns in Hesse and Lower Saxony, because only
when voters are fully aware of these questions on which,
ultimately, the fate of Europe hangs, can you make the
right decision.
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