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George Soros Spreads Opium
Wars Across the Americas

by Gretchen Small

Richard Grasso nolonger servesaschairman of theNew Y ork
Stock Exchange (NY SE), but Wall Street’s driveto bring to
power those “very sophisticated capitalists’ who head Ibero-
America's narco-terrorist cartels, as Grasso so brazenly de-
claredtotheworld on June29, 1999, isroaring ahead. Thanks,
in large part, to the efforts of the “grassroots’ billionaire
narco-lobbyist, George Soros.

As the Bush Administration fixates on the Middle East

debacle it has created, a conflagration looms throughout 1b-
ero-America. Wall Street’ s narco-terrorists are mobilizing to
overthrow any government which does not do as they say,
and hand them power. Smelling victory, they are manic, and
not without reason. The mind-set which has taken over, was
succinctly summarized by Soros' jet-setting cocaleroassetin
Bolivia, Evo Moraes. Evo told a conference of the Latin
American Council of Social Sciences, meeting in Havana,

LaRouche: Combat Coca
With Development

With a diplomat from an Ibero-American nation, Lyndon
LaRouche discussed how to fight the problem of coca in
the Andes. Thefollowing is a paraphrase.

We must change the system, in order to do anything. The
choice today is between the debt, and the people. If you
don’t nationalize the debt to save the people, you will end
up like Africa. But no onewill doit, because of the United
States. They will take defensive measures, partial mea-
sures, but they won't move against the system. Therefore,
we need a strategic policy to change the United States.
Ondrugs: Thisisawar against civilization. Take Bo-
livia, which has suffered British wars—the War of the
Pacific, and the Chacowar. These questionsarelivetoday;
some people think like this still. The question is, how do
you help the people under these conditions? First, there
was the mining period of exploitation. People were dying
at high altitudes; they were impoverished; they had no

food; they were looted. That history is known. What you
need, in aplace like Bolivia, is obvious: large infrastruc-
ture projects, which areagreat challengein amountainous
region, whereit’ s harder than on the plains.

When people go into coca, a normal response under
European civilization, would be to develop the country to
solve the problem. And to usethe military. It'salogistical
question. Y ou have to defend the whole country. Y ou use
the military to build up infrastructure: transportation,
power, water, health, education. And you offer the people
abetter life. Even potatoes are better to grow than coca.

Cocaisnot considered aproblemby leading U.S. inter-
ests, nor for any of theleading ruling circlesin the Ameri-
cas, because they all have their handsin the drug money.
That’ sall they have: control over raw materials, and drugs.
They don’'t have anything else.

In dealing with the cocaleros, you have to offer them
away out. This point goes back to Livy, who said you
always have to give an enemy you are trying to defeat, an
honorable way out. The United States should go after the
transport of the drugs; forget the eradication—for now.
We should interdict, get the big international dealers, and
concentrate on that. And we have to go for development
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Cubaon Oct. 30, that if they work hard enough at achieving
regional unity, “very soon we could celebrate in Latin
Americaanother Vietnam for the United States.”

Target: UribeVéez

Evo Morales soared to international fame in October,
when he and his fellow Soros asset, declared terrorist Felipe
Quispe, led mass protests which overthrew the government
of Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada in Bolivia. Now, it is the
government of Colombia sPresident Alvaro UribeVéez, the
one hard-line anti-drug government left in the region, touted
by the Bush Administration as its best aly in the Americas,
whichisontheline, andit is Washington's own policies that
are bringing him down.

The resignation of Uribe's hard-line Interior and Justice
Minister, Fernando Londofio, on Nov. 6, may in hindsight
prove to be the beginning of the end for Uribe. Repeatedly,
the corrupt narco-political classin Colombiahad tried to get
Uribeto dump theblunt-speaking L ondofio. First among L on-
dofio’s enemies was former President Alfonso Lopez Mi-
chelsen, whose three-decades-long efforts to legalize drug
monies, drug-traffickers, and thedrug tradeitself have earned
him the nickname “The Godfather.” Also demanding Lon-
dofio’ shead, was Soros'” human rights|obby, especially after
he dared denounce, a year ago, the myriad of human rights
Non-Governmental Organizationsopposingany war ondrugs
or terrorism, as “agents of terrorism.” (Soros is the leading
financier of, and sits on the board of the mother of the self-

proclaimed “human rights” NGOs in the region, Human
Rights Watch/Americas.)

Every effort to dump Londofio failed, until the President
suffered hisfirst big political defeat on Oct. 25-26. In back-
to-back elections that weekend, Colombians defeated the
government’ sreferendum to authorize far greater austerity (a
referendum demanded by the International Monetary Fund
and Wall Street), and then elected a narco-terrorist frontman
as mayor of the nation’s capital, Bogota, because he, unlike
Uribe' s candidate, promised economic improvement.

Ten days later, Londofio was ousted, victim of a crude
watergate: He had held a private arm-twisting session with
opposition Senators, which, unbeknownst to him, was taped
by a hidden microphone. When his threats that the Senators
had better back up the President, or he might be forced to
resign early and call new elections, wereleaked to the media,
his enemies went wild. Former Finance Minister Rudolf
Hommes, an intimate in Grasso’ s dealings with Colombia’ s
terrorist cartel, the FARC, threatened in acommentary in El
Tiempo that L ondofio had to be dumped torestore Colombia' s
“international credit.”

Then, in quick succession, Uribe's entire security and
defense team resigned: his Defense Minister on Nov. 9; the
national Chief of Police on Nov. 11; and the Commander in
Chief of the Armed Forces on Nov. 12. It is rumored that a
reorgani zation of the entire military command may follow.

Each resignation ostensibly occurred for different rea-
sons, which varied from in-fighting to corruption. Nor has

in the producer countries, so you have something to offer
people.

The coca/drug problem has been imposed on us. The
enemy whoimposed the problem hasto bedestroyed. They
are the problem, not the cocaleros who are their pawns.
Therefore, theissueisoneof philosophy. Y ouhavetobuild
up anintelligentsia. That’ swhy | focussed on building the
LaRoucheY outhMovement. Y ou haveto start by building
a cadre force, which understands the global and national
strategic situation in which they are operating. Y ou have
to educate them for that. And then you have to give them
the power to implement these ideas.

So my view of basic combat, is education. But you
need a social vehicle for this. You have to look for the
natural leadership in the population and develop them.
Then, whenthose peoplehavethepower, you haveto crush
theenemy. But you haveto offer somethingto people. The
country has to develop over the long-term. Y ou have to
have avision of aviable future. Y ou must have a sense of
mission. That's why soldiers are willing to die: not for a
practical reason, but for a mission. Palitics is the same
thing. You don’t organize society around practical pro-
grams, but around amission. Andthat’ swhat leadershipis.

Y ou need amission for the continent.

Ask: Why do we have a drug problem? Where did it
comefrom? Financial interestswant usto haveit, in order
to destroy us! They are trying to keep the situation under
their control, to create asituation of “terror against terror.”
Therefore, we need amore conscious, more articul ate net-
work working together in the Americas. Take the case
of Peru. They had an effective anti-drug program under
Fujimori. In Colombia, it hasnot been aseffective. In part,
this is because Peru has a more cohesive and coherent
society: People view their neighbors as like themselves.
Weareall thesame. Weareal human. Thearmy isunder-
stood as our ingtitution in Peru. They go to it for sugges-
tions, ideas, help.

Bolivia, withits current crisis, needs aflanking opera-
tion. What isitsflank? Peru and Brazil. The key countries
in the area are Brazil, Argentina, Peru, and Bolivia: It'sa
complex. Venezuelais much harder to deal with. Colom-
bia is divided, but what's left of its patriotic forces can
participate. Also, the enemy is deploying new Wars of the
Pacific to divide one country from another. Thishasto be
avoided by working together, by integration.
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EIR November 21, 2003

International 41



any forma announcement been made that the government
intendsto change course from the program uponwhich it was
elected to office: that of defeating, rather than negotiating
with, the narco-terrorists destroying the country. The narco-
terrorists had had the run of Colombia under Uribe's prede-
cessor, Andrés Pastrana, who championed Wall Street’s pol-
icy of negotiating with the cartels (it was under Pastrana that
Grasso carried out his infamous personal negotiations with
the FARC in their redoubt in the southern jungles of Colom-
bia). In 2002, the population gave Uribe an overwhelming
mandate to fight.

The signs that a capitulation to Wall Street’s insistence
on power-sharing with the narco-terrorist cartels is in the
works, aremounting, however. Chief among them, isthenam-
ing of the head of the National Business Federation, Sabas
Pretelt de laVega, as Londofio’ s replacement as head of the
Interior and Justice Ministry.

Pretelt’s track record on narco-terrorism is far different
than Londofo’s. He participated in every major negotiation
with narco-terrorist groupswhich the Pastranaregime carried
out, from the discussions with the ELN in a German convent
and in Havana, Cuba, to visiting the FARC' s southern head-
guarters in the Caguan as a member of Pastrana’s National
Peace Council. “A negotiated solution is absolutely indis-
pensabletoreach peace,” hetold Colombia sRCN radio after
being named on Nov. 7.

Ironically, the ouster of Londofio may prove the catalyst
for exactly thechain of eventshewaswatergated for mention-
ing. Uribecould, indeed, becomethe next Sanchez de L ozada
of thecontinent. Uribeisfar morepopular thanthemillionaire
mining baron Sanchez de L ozada ever was, but only because
of his commitment to defeat the narco-terrorists. Take that
away, reducehim simply to being theenforcer of Wall Street’s
policies, and he’ sgone.

The ouster of Uribe would deal a devastating blow to a
region already reeling from the Bolivian crisis. With al the
limitations and errors of hisadministration—most especially
his abject subservience to the neo-conservative-dominated
Bush Administration—the Uribe government nonetheless
has kept alive the principle that the drug trade can be fought,
that capitulation is not the only option available, as the gov-
ernment of Alberto Fujimori in Peru once did, albeit more
strongly.

In the view of Soros' drug legalization team, thetimeis
now ripe to eradicate that concept entirely from the region.
Last February, representatives of the cocaleros of Peru and
Bolivia (including Quispe) met with drug legalizers from
around the hemisphere, and from ltaly, a a conference in
Mérida, Mexico, entitled “Out From the Shadows,” called to
map out the next phase of the war to legalize drugs in the
Americas. The conference was made possible by Soros
money, and afeatured speaker was Ethan Nadel mann, execu-
tive director of Soros' Drug Policy Alliance. Nadelmann de-
clared that the meeting “shows us that opposition to drug

42 International

prohibitionispopular and widespread in Latin America. And
it has begun to unite.”

In July, Nadel mann announced that the time had cometo
forceabreak. In an article published in the July-August 2003
issueof the Carnegie Endowment’ sForeign Policy magazine,
rapidly circulated widely in Spanish by the legalizers, Nade-
Imann called for “ Latin Americato start breaking with Wash-
ington over the war on drugs.” The region should “regulate”
dope use, through “harm reduction” strategies such as those
implemented in Europe (cannabis coffee houses, “medical”
heroin dispensation, etc.), and join together in “an organized
revolt involving a number of Latin American countries,” to
say “no” to any war on drugs.

Central to his proposal, was that Ibero-America, as a
whole, launch a campaign to establish international trade in
coca, the basic ingredient of cocaine. EIR documented, in
June 1998, how Nadelmann and fellow legalizers designed
the subterfuge of establishing an international cocatrade, as
yet another flank in their drive to bring back the good old
daysof Britain’sOpium Warsagainst China, whentheglobal
narcoticstradewaslegal, and how Evo M oraleswasacreation
of that project. Not surprisingly, establishing such acocatrade
is the central plank of the Morales/Quispe team today, who
threaten that any Bolivian government that does not legalize
the“industrialization” and export of coca, will beoverthrown,
just as Sanchez de L ozadawas.

Repeating the Bolivia“‘Modé!’

Popular anti-government sentiment is rising across the
continent. Bolivians have been visiting universities in Bo-
gota, briefing Colombian students on how they overthrew
their government. L eaders of the Jacobin unemployed move-
ment in Argentina known as the piqueteros are calling for a
mass demonstration on Dec. 20, the second anniversary of
the demonstrations that brought down the government of
Fernando delaRGain 2001, “to demand apeopl€’ sand work-
ers’ government.” A speaker at a Nov. 5 raly of this crew
called for Argentines to follow the example of the Bolivian
peasants, and go out and “takepower. . . . It’ snot good enough
to get to the doorway; we have to go in, and take over the
government palaces.”

Thesituationin Boliviaiscalm, for the moment. Thereis
a hiatus in the popular conflict, which local observers chalk
up to the fact it’s planting season now, and the cocaleros are
busy with the next crop. That endsin December, but the time
of renewed conflictsgenerally doesnot begin again until after
Carnival, at which point, popular mobilizations are guaran-
teed against President Carlos Mesa, unless he can offer some
economic hopeto Bolivia's desperate population.

At about that time, from Feb. 9-12, 2004, some 800 people
areexpected to attend the First L atin American and Caribbean
Harm Reduction Conference, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, organized
by the International Harm Reduction Association (IHRA),
yet another arm of the Soros dope machine.
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