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GERMAN ELECTION

Upset for Neo-Con Merkel;
Increase for LaRouche Vote
by Rainer Apel

German neo-cons received a big shock when the Sept. 18 of the vote, not enough for a government majority. Neverthe-
less, Schröder announced a claim on the chancellorship, onelection for national parliament did not give them the ex-

pected mandate for forming the new government. With only the grounds that the electorate had voiced deep discontent
with the over-ambitious Merkel, and that the improvement of35.2% of the vote, the opposition Christian Democrats (CDU)

of neo-con candidate for Chancellor, Angela Merkel, came in his SPD by 7%, over the last three weeks of the campaign,
showed a process of rapidly increasing support for hiswell below the 40-42% they had envisaged. Even if the 9.8%

of the Free Democrats (FDP), Merkel’s preferred choice as policies.
Schröder’s view is complicated by the fact that the elec-coalition partner, were added—a “black-yellow” coalition

(black for CDU, yellow for FDP)—this would only bring the tion-night vote totals are not the final result: There is to be a
delayed election in the Dresden-I district on Oct. 2, and thetotal up to 45% of the vote, and would not enable her to deliver

the “regime change” which the Bush-leaning Merkel wanted. outcome of that vote will show whether Schröder’s interpreta-
tion is correct. The Dresden vote could improve the SPD’sShe and the other leaders of the CDU had rather long faces,

by the time the election result was in. The fact that the trend national standing, which is now three parliamentary seats less
than that of the CDU.was going against Merkel, had been observed by pollsters

before the election, but had been ignored by the CDU, because
its leadership is composed of utopians too arrogant to pay any BüSo Advances

The preliminary result of Sept. 18 was welcomed byattention to what the voters really think.
By contrast, the incumbent Chancellor, Gerhard Helga Zepp-LaRouche, candidate for Chancellor of the

LaRouche movement’s party, the Civil Rights MovementSchröder, and his Social Democrats (SPD) were jubilant after
the vote count, because with their election result of 34.3%, Solidarity (BüSo), which gained twice as many votes as it had

in the last election three years ago. The party ran in 7 out of 16they had improved considerably from the 27-28% which had
been forecast for them only three weeks before. That pro-SPD German states, including the city-state of Berlin, Germany’s

capital. In Dresden, the state capital of Saxony, the BüSo istrend had been noted before the election, as well, and Schröder
had even declared one week before the election that a result firmly committed to do everything possible to win that district

for its candidate there, Katarzyna (Kasia) Kruczkowski, onabove the 34% range was possible.
But, even with the 8.1% of the Green Party added to the Oct. 2. To achieve that goal, a special intervention force of 60

LaRouche Youth activists have gone into the Dresden region.SPD vote, this would still not provide a majority for a continu-
ation of Schröder’s “red-green” alliance (red for SPD, green Of the BüSo’s party votes (German voters have two votes:

one for the party, one for the direct candidate) that were talliedfor the Green party). Such an alliance would total only 42.4%

56 International EIR September 30, 2005

Click here for Full Issue of EIR Volume 32, Number 38, September 30, 2005

© 2005 EIR News Service Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission strictly prohibited.

http://www.larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2005/eirv32n38-20050930/index.html


Bundesbildstelle

Chancellor Schröder, shown here on election night, is claiming
that he, and not his opponent, Angela Merkel, will form the next
German government. He has addressed the oil price speculationcdu-iserlogn.de
issue, but has not mentioned the collapsing world financial system.

Merkel and her backers, intent on undermining the role of the state
as defender of the common good, thought they had the election tied
up, but her lead crumbled. In June, she stated that Germans “are
not entitled to democracy and the German model of general

employment.”welfare for all eternity.”
The Zepp-LaRouche statement addressed the crucial

“shoe-string” role, which the BüSo campaign has played for
Germany, because no other political party spoke about the
huge global financial meltdown crisis, nor was there muchby late on election night, about 40% were won in the eastern

state of Saxony, alone, which is a stronghold of the BüSo. mention of the world outside Germany by candidates of the
establishment’s parties. Schröder has repeatedly addressedOf the direct candidate BüSo votes, more than 50% were in

Saxony, while another 25% of BüSo’s direct candidate votes the oil price speculation issue, but not really indicated what
he would do about it, in concrete terms. Apart from that,were in Berlin. Direct candidates of the BüSo received be-

tween 0.8% and 1.8% in numerous districts, with results sol- Schröder also hasn’t talked much about the world outside
Germany, during the entire election campaign.idly above 1%, particularly in districts in Berlin, Saxony, and

in the southeastern region of Bavaria. Although the percent-
ages remain small, in Germany’s tightly controlled political Election Closely Watched from Abroad

By contrast, the world abroad did watch the developmentssystem, the growth shows that the BüSo’s message is getting
through. A strong showing in Dresden will have national in Germany rather closely, because Germany, the economic

powerhouse of Europe, is crucial—both for productive in-impact.
“The good aspect of the election result of Sept. 18 is that vestors, but unfortunately also for speculators who hope to

make profits here. Financial circles, in particular, watchedthe neo-conservative policy of Mrs. Merkel, [her nominee for
Finance Minister, Paul] Kirchhof et al., was clearly rejected,” German developments, as shown by a Sept. 14 pre-election

assessment, in the international Bloomberg newsletter, whichZepp-LaRouche said in a Sept. 19 statement. “But a real solu-
tion to the problems which we are faced with in Germany, has voiced discontent with Merkel. Under the headline,

“Kirchhof Radicalism Takes German Poll to the Wire,”not yet been provided by this election result.”
Pointing to the crucial vote in Dresden on Oct. 2, Zepp- Bloomberg columnist Matthew Lynn wrote that until very

recently, Merkel’s designated finance minister and his radicalLaRouche said: “If you, the voters of Dresden, want to make a
real impact on world politics, then give your direct-candidate ideas had seemed to be unstoppable on their way to chancel-

lorship of Germany. “And now? A ballot that seemed like avote to BüSo candidate Kasia Kruczkowski. Because, she
stands for the alliance with the real America, in the tradition of sure thing for the CDU is set to go down to the wire. At the

very least, Kirchhof’s proposals have dashed CDU hopes ofthe American Revolution, the opposition to Bush and Cheney,
and for a New Bretton Woods System.” ruling with a majority.

“That may also end up costing billions for the global in-“Kasia would, as a BüSo member of the Bundestag
[national parliament] support Chancellor Schröder, but do vestors who piled into Germany on the near-certainty that a

new CDU-led government would bring about the pro-so with her mandate: for establishment of a new just world
economic order, for the activation of the Stability Law of business, free-market change the country needs to revive its

flagging economy.1967, and for state generation of credit for productive full
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“The lesson: there is nothing wrong with having radical
economic policies. . . . There is, however, no point in bother-
ing the electorate with them. Politicians do better with bland
promises during the campaign, followed up with bold action
after the election. Money has poured into Germany since the
elections were called. . . . The bet was that market-friendly
measures would be pushed through by a triumphant CDU-led
government. . . . If Merkel finds herself negotiating a coali-
tion with the SPD next week, she’ll only have herself to blame
for endorsing Kirchhof. And it will be a long time before
any Western European politician mentions a flat tax with an
election looming,” the Bloomberg commentary concluded.
Kirchhof resigned from Merkel’s team, the day after the elec-
tion disaster.

And, because Merkel categorically rejected any idea of a
Grand Coalition with the SPD, be it with or without Schröder,
it was taken as almost certain in the international and German
press, that Merkel would be moved to the side, soon. Her only
chance to stay in the game, was a risky intrigue to grab for the
chancellorship virtually at the last minute.

Can the Faltering Merkel Be Installed?
That intrigue would be an attempt to get Merkel elected

on the basis of a dirty deal between her “black-yellow” camp
and the Greens, in what might even turn into a formal coalition
agreement—the “Jamaica Coalition,” as it is called in Ger-
many, because it would include the three colors of the Jamaica
state flag. Taking the Green vote away from Schröder, would

EIRNS/Wolfgang Lillge

indeed make it impossible for him to get re-elected by the
The day after the Sept. 18 election, Zepp-LaRouche stated that

parliament (in Germany, the parliament elects the Chancel- Germany and the world are being threatened with a collapse of the
lor). What has added much to the ridicule in the German financial system, and emphasized that neo-con plans to launch new

wars to postpone the crisis, would only make matters worse.media of Merkel, after that weird “Jamaica” scenario was first
mooted on Sept. 20, seems to be that a certain radical faction
among the hedge funds and other financial speculators—
those who also talked Merkel into nominating Kirchhof— not only against her policy in general, but especially resis-

tance against the “Jamaica” option. In the CDU, there is a lothave convinced Merkel that this would be the right thing to
work for. Indicative of the fact that a conspiracy is on to push of support for a Grand Coalition with Schröder’s SPD, and

there are also currents inside the FDP that are in favor of anthis scenario through, were statements by prominent CDUers,
from Sept. 21 on, that a “Jamaica” option would be the ideal FDP coalition with the SPD. A similar situation exists in

the Green Party, where strong currents categorically opposeway to secure Merkel the election as Chancellor.
The conspiracy’s timetable is this: Shortly after the Oct. Merkel. Therefore, Merkel runs a very high risk, if she de-

pends on the third round of voting in the parliament. There2 vote in the Dresden-I district, the newly elected parliament
would be convened, likely one or two weeks before Oct. 18, Schröder could suddenly announce his candidacy for re-elec-

tion by the parliament, which could occur then even if by athe constitutional deadline of 30 days after the election. By
no later than mid-October, Merkel would be voted in, if not few votes over Merkel, thanks to these FDP and CDU swing-

over votes.by the required absolute majority of parliament members in
the first two rounds of voting, then in the third round, which But such a scenario could be up-ended by a foreign

policy crisis, another huge U.S. hurricane disaster, or a bigonly requires a relative majority of votes. By the end of Octo-
ber, Merkel would launch her radical budget-cutting program, banking or hedge fund collapse—all of which would tilt the

preferences not only of the German population, but also ofthe infamous “100-Days-Program,” and thereby please the
financial speculators. She would do so, then, even if she still the establishment institutions, in favor of Schröder. Even

among many Merkel supporters, his leadership qualities arehad no formal coalition with the Greens fully negotiated.
This is a very high-risk scenario, though: Unlike generally viewed as superior to hers. The LaRouche move-

ment advises Schröder not to wait for such things to happen,Schröder, who does have the full support of his SPD, Merkel
does not control her own party, since there is a lot of resistance but to take leadership right away, addressing those crisis
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issues that expose the Merkel’s incompetence, and thus mak-
ing sure that none of the last-minute scenarios spun out
for her chancellorship would have the slightest chance of
succeeding. After all, Schröder still is Chancellor, and he
will be, until another politician is elected. The best way for
Schröder to stay in office, would be an endorsement of a
New Bretton Woods financial system reform, along with a
categorical denunciation of financial speculators. This would
be a signal that Germany is on the side of the anti-Bush
forces in the United States. The Dresden campaign of the
BüSo for its candidate there, Kasia Kruczkowski, during the
critical period until Oct. 2, will be crucial to crush Merkel’s
dreams, once and for all.

EIRNS/James Rea

BüSo candidate Kasia Kruczkowski, organizing in Dresden. She isHelga Zepp-LaRouche
running for the national parliament, in a special election in that
city on Oct. 2, which could determine the shape of the nation’s
new coalition government.

We Must Have an All-Out
ture, a New Bretton Woods system. For that to happen,
Germany, as the most important economic factor of Europe,Dresden Election Effort
plays a crucial role, as the future partner of a reformed U.S.
government.

Civil Rights Movement Solidarity (BüSo) National Chair- The only chance Germany has, is if the institutional pow-
ers in this country acknowledge that only the cooperation ofwoman Helga Zepp-LaRouche issued the following statement

Sept. 19, calling for an all-out mobilization by the BüSo to the future government with a post-Bush/Cheney Administra-
tion in the U.S.A. can lead to a new policy. The BüSo is thewin the Dresden-I district part of the Sept. 18 national parlia-

mentary election, which had to be postponed to Oct. 2. party in Germany, which has a direct relationship to these
positive forces in the U.S.A., because my husband, Lyndon

The good aspect of the election result of Sept. 18 is that the LaRouche, is seen among many as the conceptual leader of
this opposition.neo-conservative policy of Mrs. Merkel, [her nominee for

finance minister, Paul] Kirchhof, et al. was clearly rejected. If you, the voters of Dresden, want to make a real impact
on world politics, then give your direct-candidate vote toBut a real solution to the problems which we face in Germany,

has not yet been provided by this election result. BüSo candidate Kasia Kruczkowski. Because she stands for
the alliance with the real America, in the tradition of theFor, during the coming weeks, we are facing challenges

which will shake up the entire planet. We are being threatened American Revolution, the opposition to Bush and Cheney,
and for a New Bretton Woods system.with an imminent collapse of the global financial system,

which would cause catastrophic consequences for the real If you want to do something efficient, to preserve the
peace and to overcome the economic crisis, and to replace theeconomy. The ongoing, desperate attempts of the financial

institutions to postpone this collapse by every trick possible, policy of the Agenda 2010 and Hartz IV [anti-growth austerity
policies] with a new financial system, then vote Kasiaonly makes things worse. That includes the plans of the neo-

cons to draw the world into new wars, which would imply the Kruczkowski.
Kasia would, as a BüSo member of the Bundestag [theend of civilization.

Whether a decline into a new Dark Age can be prevented, German parliament], support Chancellor Schröder, but do so
with her mandate: for establishing a new just world economicwill decisively depend on the outcome of the embittered fight

in the U.S.A., which is currently being fought between the order, for the activation of the Stability Law of 1967, and for
state generation of credit for productive full employment.reasonable forces in the Senate, and the war-mongering neo-

conservatives around Vice President Cheney. Do not vote for the lesser evil, this time. Vote according
to your conscience. Think how you can positively changeTherefore, it is crucial that the new German government

cooperate with the anti-Cheney opposition of the Democrats world politics with your vote. Make an impact that will change
world history!and moderate Republicans in the United States. Because the

only chance to prevent a decline into chaos, is to replace the You disliked the way things developed in the new German
states, after 1989? Then help to change that, now.bankrupt world financial system with a new financial architec-
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