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in Montana, South Dakota, and Puerto Rico, and, at the same 
time, she is aggressively seeking support from the 212 super-
delegates who are as yet uncommitted to any candidate. And, 
in a fight that may prove to be decisive for the future of the 
Democratic Party, the issue of the seating of delegates from 
Michigan  and Florida will  go  into  its first  round when  the 
Democratic Party’s Rules and Bylaws Committee meets  in 
Washington, D.C. on May 31, to decide whether, or how, to 
allocate the delegate votes from the two states.

The FDR Fight Over Florida
Democratic National Committee (DNC) chairman How-

ard  Dean  petulantly  stripped  those  states  of  their  delegate 
votes for holding their primaries earlier than the party wanted. 
Clinton, who won both states’ primaries, has repeatedly called 
for the panel to seat the delegations. During her Kentucky vic-
tory speech, she told her supporters, “I’m going on now to 
campaign in Montana, South Dakota, and Puerto Rico. But 
I’m also going to be standing up for the voters of Florida and 
Michigan.  Democrats  in  those  two  states  cast  2.3  million 
votes and they deserve to have those votes counted.”

Although it is true that the seating of the Florida and Mich-
igan delegations would significantly cut into Obama’s lead in 
pledged  delegates—cutting  it,  by  some  estimates,  to  only 
one—there is a far larger issue at stake.

In Florida, where more than 1.7 million Democrats went 
to the polls in good faith, a broad coalition of Democratic vot-

ers, which calls itself “FDR,” for Florida Demands Represen-
tation,  is  appealing  for  national  support.  Close  to  400,000 
Democrats from outside of Florida have signed a letter to the 
Committee, stating: “I, along with millions of other Demo-
crats  across  the  nation,  feel  the  DNC’s  punishment  of  the 
Florida Democratic electorate is alienating and disenfranchis-
ing its own members. The DNC’s refusal to seat Florida del-
egates  and  COUNT  its  popular  vote  is  an  act  of  sabotage 
against Florida’s Democrat Party and the Democratic Party 
nationally.”

The letter implores the Committee members to re-exam-
ine their rules and procedures, stating: “It is clear the rules are 
broken and they can be fixed in time. But the imminent dam-
age by not listening to the will and the voices of millions of 
voters may never be overcome if the delegates from Florida 
are not seated and the votes of Democrats continue to be ig-
nored.”

FDR has staged demonstrations across the state of Florida 
and plans a major demonstration at  the May 31 meeting in 
Washington. The group also took its fight directly to Obama 
during his campaign swing through Florida this week. Dem-
onstrators  greeted  the  Senator  at  his  numerous  campaign 
stops,  holding  signs  reading  “Florida  to  Obama:  No  You 
Can’t.”

FDR state chair Jim Hannagan has stressed that the group, 
which endorses neither Democratic candidate, believes that 
by not recognizing the Florida primary vote, the DNC is dam-

LaRouche: Financial Crash
Will Dominate Election
Lyndon LaRouche, chairman of the LaRouche Political Ac-
tion Committee, issued the following statement on May 21, 
in the aftermath of the Democratic primaries in Kentucky 
and Oregon.

In my capacity as the chairman of a significant political ac-
tion committee, I must focus my comments on the top-down 
reality of the present situation. The onrushing collapse of 
the global floating exchange rate monetary system is accel-
erating, in a hyperinflationary mode. Nothing is being done 
by any governments around the world to stop it. Today, in 
May, with petroleum prices soaring past $130 a barrel, with 
prices of food and other basic commodities skyrocketing, 
with the collapse of the international banking system mov-
ing apace, it is certain that the situation we shall encounter 
in June, July, and August will be far more severe than the 
crisis we face at this moment, as bad as it already is.

We have been gripped by a global, hyperinflationary 
crisis since approximately July 25, 2007, three days after 
my announcement of that condition. We are now approach-
ing an actual breakdown-crisis, more or less like that hy-
perinflationary crisis which struck Weimar Germany in the 
Autumn of 1923. Whatever  the actual date of  the global 
breakdown event, we are entering a new phase in the pres-
ent world, hyperinflationary depression. Up until this mo-
ment, all policymakers in London, on Wall Street, and in 
Washington, are being insane, in their denials of this reality. 
By the time of the Summer Democratic Party convention, 
the reality of this global financial and economic catastrophe 
will be clear to all, and will be the dominant issue in the 
minds of all American citizens. It is from that standpoint, 
and that standpoint alone, that one must judge the candi-
dates and their prospects in November.

Everything else, when held up against this onrushing 
systemic crisis, is gimmick and scandal. It has no intrinsic 
significance. Until and unless foolish politicians, such as 
Representative Barney Frank, come to their senses to adopt 
the measures which I have provided to rescue the U.S.A. 
from this mess, the economic crisis is the intrinsic factor on 
which the life or death of this nation now depends.
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