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eled in little Darra hamlets reminiscent of the Wild 
West. The standard fare now is Kalashnikovs, rocket 
launchers, and sophisticated explosives, the Daily 
Times reported.

Islamabad must remember that the FATA was a 
handmaiden of the British colonial rulers, and until they 
left, they had aspired to make it, along with the Pushtun 
areas of Afghanistan, a part of Greater Pushtunistan. 
History shows that Gen. Robert Lockhart, who replaced 
Olaf Caroe as the governor of the NWFP, in his last 
reply to Louis Mountbatten, the then-Viceroy to British 
India, on July 12, 1947 (just about a month before India 
was partitioned and British rule ended) wrote: “Pakh-
toonistan is being vigorously advocated and the idea, I 
think, proving attractive to many Pathans [the British 
choose to use the word “Pathan” to describe a Pushtun]. 
Rumours and reports of the Fakir of Ipi flow in details 
[Ipi wanted to proclaim himself Amir of Wa-
ziristan]. . . .”

The British objective, as expressed at length by 
Churchill and Caroe, prior to the partition of India, to 
set up an independent state, comprised of Balochs and 
Pushtuns, was an attempt back then, to set up a buffer 
nation, between the Subcontinent’s large nations and 
the “wells of power.” But when that became impossi-
ble, as nationalist Indian leaders, such as Nehru, Gandhi, 
and Azad, among others, opposed further “balkaniza-
tion” of India, the British adopted Pakistan as the “new 
India,” which would protect the British interests in the 
Middle East.

It seems Britain cannot depend on Pakistan any 
longer on that score, and now, it once more wants to set 
up a buffer state between the Indian Subcontinent and 
the “wells of power.”

Will Blair Start a War  
In the Philippines?
by Mike Billington

Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair, having suc-
cessfully unleashed genocidal wars in Iraq (getting the 
Americans to do the dirty work), and more recently in 
Gaza (inducing the Israelis to commit the genocide in 
this case), is now trying to bring his proven record in 
war-mongering to the Islamic insurgency in Mindanao, 
the southern province of the Philippines. President 
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo foolishly invited the British 
imperial warhawk into the country as an “advisor to the 
peace process” in Mindanao, supposedly because of his 
experience as the Mideast Quartet’s representative to 
the Israel-Palestine peace process, and his role in the 
Good Friday peace accord in Northern Ireland in 1998.

However, Blair exposed his hand in a speech he 
gave at the Jesuit Ateneo University in Manila on March 
23, when he was asked about his role in initiating the 
Iraq War. Blair told the students that they must consider 
the “larger point” about the Mideast crisis. “There is es-
sentially one battle going on, and it is a battle about 
Islam,” he said. There are “two elements in Islam—one 
which wants to work with the West, and one that does 
not,” said Blair, and therefore, we must “partner with 
the modernizing and moderate element. We gotta make 
sure those guys win.”

Blair, and his controlled thug Dick Cheney, have for 
years, been trying to set Islam against itself in this im-
perial manner, by turning Egypt, Jordan, the Emirates, 
and the Saudis, the so-called “moderates,” against Iran, 
Hamas, and Hezbollah, the so-called “terrorists”—and 
in general, the Sunnis against the Shi’a.

Blair, while supposedly hired by the Quartet—the 
United States, the EU, Russia, and the UN—to facili-
tate peace negotiations between Israel and the Palestin-
ians, was directly instrumental in unleashing the Israeli 
Nazi assault on Gaza, just as sane elements within Israel 
were on the brink of signing an agreement with Syria, 
which could have moved the peace process forward 
significantly.

The Israeli invasion of Gaza finished off any hope 
for the peace process, and brought the British-agent 
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Benjamin Netanyahu to power—precisely the intention 
of the politically motivated Gaza disaster, which is now 
causing a catharsis within Israel, as Israeli soldiers 
themselves expose the fascist methods they were or-
dered to implement by their superiors during the as-
sault. Netanyahu, the leading spokesman for the revi-
sionist Zionist tradition of Vladimir Jabotinsky, who 
proudly proclaimed his allegiance to the British Empire 
while launching terrorist assaults against the Palestin-
ians after World War II (see http://www.larouchepub.
com/other/2009/3603brit-imps_created_jabotinsky.
html), is now preparing to launch war on Iran on behalf 
of the British Empire, under Blair’s watchful eye, to 
“make sure those guys win.”

Philippine Opposition
Following the meeting between Blair and Arroyo, 

Presidential spokesperson Lorelei Fajardo told the press: 

“The President is confident that Tony Blair, with all his 
experience, can contribute a lot to resolving our peace 
and order problems in Mindanao.” However, this appeal 
to the British Empire’s “experience” has not been well 
received in all quarters. Sen. Nene Pimentel, who comes 
from Mindanao, noted that Blair’s knowledge of the 
problems in Mindanao was “peripheral,” at best, and 
that, “As a people, we are capable of solving the issue 
ourselves. And if we are not, it is because we have a 
leadership that is totally unfocused on the problem.”

The Provincial Board of North Cotabato, a province 
in Mindanao, passed a resolution: “Thank You Mr. 
Blair, But No Thanks,” which read: “The statement that 
Blair’s charm and charisma could end the trouble in the 
South is a perfect example of the jaundiced perspective 
of our policy makers and peace negotiators on the true 
cause and root of the problem in Mindanao and the so-
lutions that could bring an end to the conflict. Signing a 
peace agreement with the MILF will not end the prob-
lem, but addressing the roots of the problem that led to 
the birth of groups like the MNLF and the MILF will 
bring us true and lasting peace.”

Manny Piñol, vice governor of North Cotabato, said 
the conflict in the South is a result of deep-seated preju-
dices between Christians and Muslims, the failure of 
the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) 
to function, massive corruption in the region, absence 
of justice, and the failure of government to address pov-
erty, deprivation, the lack of opportunities, and hope-
lessness.

Piñol was also instrumental in stopping a potentially 
disastrous deal between the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) and the Arroyo government last year, 
which would have given the MILF virtual indepen-
dence over large pieces of the southern provinces of the 
Philippines, with full control over oil and mineral de-
posits in the region, including the right to sell this con-
trol to foreign interests.

The deal was concocted by the U.S. Institute of 
Peace (USIP), which intentionally formulated an agree-
ment which openly breached the Philippine Constitu-
tion, and was negotiated secretly behind the back of the 
majority Christian population in the region. The USIP 
was forced to withdraw from the negotiations in 2007 
by a new U.S. ambassador, Kristie Kenney, but it was 
only a Supreme Court ruling at the last minute which 
stopped the Arroyo government from signing the un-
constitutional agreement. The petition to the Supreme 
Court was brought by Vice Governor Piñol.
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Philippines President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo has foolishly 
welcomed the treacherous Tony Blair into the country as an 
“advisor to the peace process” in Mindanao. But the 
opposition to Blair has said, “No, thanks.”


