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lers have in store for him in the next two years. In an 
article in the Dec. 20 Politico, entitled “Obama 2.0: Re-
inventing a presidency,” a number of commentators 
provide Obama with a roadmap for carrying forward 
the Cheney-Bush “unitary executive” drive for a dicta-
torship of the Executive branch. They recommend that 
Obama come up with a way to discard the “Congress-
centered strategy” of the past two years, and come up 
with “new and more creative ways to exercise power 
and set the national agenda.”

Foremost among these “experts” is John Podesta 
of the George Soros-financed Center for American 
Progress (CAP), who says that Obama “needs to be 
the CEO of America.” Podesta proposes that Obama 
should give more attention to those powers of the 
Presidency that don’t involve legislation. Podesta and 
CAP issued a report on Nov. 16, telling Obama how to 
expand the use of Executive power, such as by issuing 
Executive Orders, aggressive use of regulatory agency 
rule-making, creation of corporatist “public-private 
partnerships,” etc.—all to implement his agenda with-
out Congress. Podesta and others also urge coming up 
with ideas that “transcend” the usual right-left divi-
sions. The Democratic centrist think-tank “Third 
Way” (a successor to the defunct Democratic Leader-
ship Council) says the same thing: Find ways to over-
come partisan divisions. This means co-opting the op-
position. “You stiff-arm your party in both houses and 
cooperate with the other party”—which is, of course, 
exactly what Obama did on the tax-cut bill—says Yale 
political science Prof. David Mayhew.

Before the November election, Lyndon LaRouche 
warned Congress and the Democratic Party in particu-
lar, that if they didn’t immediately reinstate FDR’s 
Glass-Steagall law, the financial system would to con-
tinue to disintegrate, and Obama would destroy the 
nation with his fascist policies. With the rout of the 
Democratic Party in the elections, and the impending 
takeover of Congress by Mont Pelerin Society-con-
trolled Republicans like Rand Paul, LaRouche reiter-
ated the warning he gave after the elections, with height-
ened urgency.

Now, unless sane forces in the Democratic Party 
quickly regroup around LaRouche’s proposals, the 
nation faces nothing but a race between the ongoing fi-
nancial collapse, and the drive by Tea-Party Republi-
cans, aided by Obama, to dismantle every protection 
for the American people that has been built up since the 
New Deal. 

History

The Real Boston Tea  
Party, Dec. 16, 1773
by Colin Lowry

Friends! Brethren! Countrymen!
That worst of plagues, the detested tea, 

shipped for this port by the East India Company, 
is now arrived in this harbor. The hour of de-
struction or manly opposition to the machina-
tions of tyranny stares you in the face. Every 
friend to his country, to himself, and posterity, is 
now called upon to meet at Faneuil Hall, at nine 
o’clock this day, at which time the bells will ring, 
to make a united and successful resistance to this 
last, worst and most destructive measure of ad-
ministration.

—From a handbill, Boston, Nov. 29, 1773

The town meeting called by the patriot leaders of 
Boston that day, occurred just after the first of three 
ships carrying East India Company tea had anchored 
off Long Wharf in Boston Harbor. More than 5,000 
people crowded in and around Faneuil Hall to hear what 
could be done to stop the tea from being landed, and 
prevent the hated tax paid to support the East India 
Company’s monopoly, and the coffers of the British 
Treasury.

This was much more than a resistance to an unjust 
tax. It was a battle against an oligarchical system, 
which was now increasingly dominated by private fi-
nanciers, such as the East India Company, who used 
the power of the English Crown to enforce its policies. 
In 1772, the India Act in Parliament had brought the 
East India Company officially into the British govern-
ment for the first time, granting the Company the right 
to appoint four members to the British Board of Trade, 
in exchange for the government’s right to appoint four 
members of the company’s board of directors. The act 
also extended the Company’s monopoly on the India 
trade for another 50 years, and brought more taxes on 
the trade into the British Treasury. Prior to this act, 
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American colonial leaders and English Whigs had 
often attacked the brutal policies of the Company, in 
the hope that the Crown would rein them in. That hope 
was now gone, and a bolder course of action would 
need to be taken, if America was to retain any hope of 
economic development.

Since 1763, at the end of the Seven Years War, the 
British had continually restricted the economic devel-
opment of America, using the Stamp Act, the Iron Act, 
the Townshend Acts, and now, in 1773, a new act grant-
ing a tea tax and total monopoly on the tea trade in 
America. Of course, no American had a seat in the Brit-
ish Parliament, but the opposition to the act was swift, 
with Benjamin Franklin warning the Parliament that 
the new tax would end in disaster for the Company.

Since the Stamp Act in 1765, the colonial leader-
ship had established Committees of Correspondence 
among the various patriot groups in America, and these 
had been used to organize the non-importation move-
ment, whereby no English-made goods would be 
bought in trade, and the Americans would make what 
they needed, including clothing, tools, iron, paper, and 
an almost universal refusal to drink English tea would 

be observed. George Washington had introduced into 
the Viriginia House of Burgesses in 1765 an agreement 
supporting non-importation, which every member 
signed.

‘The King Means To Try the Question’
The non-importation movement was so successful, 

that in 1770, the hated Townshend Acts were repealed, 
but the Ministry kept the tax on tea. Franklin remarked 
that “the ministry believe that threepence tax on a pound 
of tea, of which one does not perhaps drink ten pounds 
a year, is sufficient to overcome all the patriotism of an 
American.” The colonial legislatures sent resolutions in 
protest to Lord North, who arrogantly answered them, 
writing, “It is to no purpose making objections, the 
King will have it so. The King means to try the question 
with America.”

In October 1773, East India Company ships first 
tried to land the tea, at Philadelphia. This was met by 
local companies of militia, drilling every day in sight of 
the tea agents, who would have to successfully land the 
tea to collect the tax. Large town meetings in Philadel-
phia demanded that the tea be returned to England, and 
refused the ships’ unloading.

The East India Agents then tried to bring the tea to 
New York, but were met by an even fiercer opposition 
from the Sons of Liberty there. Patriot leaders declared 
at the New York town meeting that “America is faced 
with worse than Egyptian slavery! The language of the 
revenue act is, that you have no property you can call 
your own, that you are vassals, the live stock, of Great 
Britain.”

The resistance in New York was so strong, that even 
the British Governor asked that the ships remove them-
selves from the harbor, to avoid a riot. The Committees 
of Correspondence quickly reported to the patriot lead-
ers in Boston, that the ships were now headed their way. 
Boston would now become the site of the final test of 
the resolve of the patriot leaders to defy the British 
Crown and the East India Company.

At the Nov. 29 town meeting at Faneuil Hall, Sam 
Adams offered a resolution that the tea should be re-
fused, and the ships returned to England, with no tax 
paid. This was unanimously agreed to, and John Han-
cock offered to guard the tea ships along the wharves, 
with militia composed of members of the Sons of Lib-
erty, to ensure that no secret unloading would occur. 
He also posted six horsemen, ready to ride and sound 
the alarm if necessary to the surrounding towns, and 
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chose Paul Revere to lead this 
group. The guard, consisting of 34 
men, rotated on shifts for 24 hours 
a day, for 19 days, until the eve-
ning of Dec. 16.

Dec. 16 began with a call for the 
largest town meeting ever seen, and 
over 7,000 people came to Old 
South Meeting House, most not 
being able to squeeze inside. The 
main speakers were Sam Adams, 
Dr. Thomas Young, and Josiah 
Quincy, Jr. All knew the action to 
be taken next could draw severe 
punishment, and likely death.

‘No Looking Back’
Josiah Quincy rose to speak 

last, saying: “It is not, Mr. Moderator, the spirit that 
vapors within these walls that must stand us in stead. 
The exertions of this day will call forth the events which 
will make a very different spirit necessary for our salva-
tion. Whoever supposes that shouts and hosannas will 
terminate the trials of the day, entertains a childish 
fancy. We must be grossly ignorant of the importance 
and value of the prize for which we contend; we must 
be equally ignorant of the power of those who have 
combined against us; we must be blind to that malice, 
inveteracy and insatiable revenge which actuates our 
enemies, public and private, abroad and in our bosom, 
to hope that we shall end this controversy without the 
sharpest, the sharpest conflicts. To flatter ourselves with 
that popular resolves, popular harangues, popular ac-
clamations, and popular vapor will vanquish our foes. 
Let us consider the issue. Let us look to the end. Let us 
weigh and consider before we advance to those mea-
sures which must bring on the most trying and terrific 
struggle this country ever saw. Now that the hand is at 
the plough, there must be no looking back.”

Soon after he had finished, an Indian war cry was 
heard outside, and someone exclaimed that “the Mo-
hawks have come!” A shout from the gallery was heard, 
calling for “every man to his tent.” Outside, a crowd of 
young men, dressed in partial Indian costumes, marched 
by the meeting house. The Sons of Liberty had divided 
up into three groups of about 25 men, with one group 
crudely disguised as Indians.

As the night went on, the three groups marched in 
silence toward the wharves where the East India Com-

pany ships lay at anchor, with several other ships of the 
Royal Navy not far off in the harbor. One of the groups 
came upon a British officer, who drew his sword, as the 
men were armed with axes and a few muskets. One of 
the “Indians” drew a pistol, and said to the officer, “The 
path is wide enough for us all; we have nothing to do 
with you, and intend you no harm; if you keep your own 
way peaceably, we shall keep ours,” and with that, the 
officer hurried away.

Now the men boarded the three ships in silence, and 
found the captains and the night guards, and told them 
they would not harm anything but the tea, and had no 
quarrel with them. The crews opened up the hatches, 
and the men worked quickly, breaking open tea chests, 
and tossing them into the water. Another group in small 
boats quickly drowned the chests that floated away, and 
on the shores, even small children helped stamp the tea 
into the mud.

The operation was highly organized, not that of a 
mob. The whole job was done in less than three hours, 
and the men even swept the decks of the ships to get rid 
of the loose tea, and replaced a lock they had broken on 
one of the ships. While the ships did contain other cargo, 
none of it was damaged. Once the work was finished, 
the men marched away in silence. Only one was ar-
rested as a result of the tea party, but he was never tried. 
The message to the Crown and the East India Company 
could not have been clearer: The Americans had orga-
nized a united resistance in all of the colonies, and the 
Boston Tea Party marked the point of no return on the 
road to independence. 

“The Destruction of Tea at Boston Harbor,” lithograph by Nathaniel Currier (1846).


