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The crisis in Syria is not a crisis of a state, as it is 
usually discussed. It is a crisis of a society which is used 
to producing culture and civilization for the whole 
world. We have many issues that need answers, but an-
swering them also depends on the international com-
munity’s position, and the public opinion and interna-
tional organizations, and the law which has to promote 
and enhance the values of humanity.

We suffer from the mass exodus of intellectuals, and 
the dangers that result from that are many. Those who 
emigrate are the spirit of Syria, because culture was 
always the spirit of nations.

The Attack on Culture
Confronted by destruction of all the major features 

of culture in Syria, I saw that the burning of my atelier 
and the hundreds of paintings I had made, by those ter-
rorists, does not mean anything, because the violent 

tendency of these terrorists is to implant the idea of the 
use of violence. Through their barbarism, they take the 
humanity out of human beings. In their attack on cul-
ture, they are very conscious of the fact that what they 
are doing is destroying the unity of society.

All nations have experienced wars. These are the 
moments of transformation for humanity. We all have 
to be optimistic, of course, if we believe that creativ-
ity always plays a key role in peace, establishing 
peace.

I thank the Schiller Institute for this invitation, and I 
give my special thanks to the venerable chairwoman of 
the institute, Mrs. Helga Zepp-LaRouche, and Mr. Ulf 
Sandmark, whom I met in Damascus, and Mr. Hussein 
Askary for helping me to convey my feelings to you. I 
leave you now, hoping to meet you once again, in my 
home country, Syria.

Thank you.

Fouad al-Ghaffari is the 
Chairman of the Advisory 
Office for Coordination with 
the BRICS, Sanaa, Republic 
of Yemen. He addressed the 
conference by videotape from 
Yemen.

Dear Mrs. Helga Zepp-
LaRouche, the honorable 
Chairwoman of the Schiller 
Institute and the New Silk 
Road Lady.

Dear Mr. Hussein Askary, 
Middle East Coordinator of 
the Schiller Institute.

Ladies and gentlemen, who are gathered in this con-
ference in Berlin today.

It is a great pleasure for me speak in front of you, at 
least electronically, after having made many unsuccess-

ful efforts to join you in 
person. Our excuse is that the 
Anglo-Saudi war of aggres-
sion has made us prisoners 
inside our own country, 
Yemen. The other reason is 
that the political leadership 
here inside the country have 
failed to fully recognize what 
our Advisory Office for Coor-
dination with the BRICS has 
achieved in terms of estab-
lishing a clear vision for a cre-
ative and productive credit 
system and building a future 
for the nation along the New 

Silk Road.
We were hoping that through attending your con-

ference and meeting you, we would be able to learn 
firsthand about the idea of a national reconstruction 
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bank, as it should be, to ensure a dignified life for the 
people and independence for the country. This would 
have sent a message to both enemies and friends, that 
Yemen can be a master of its financial and economic 
fate, even after 17 months of a war of aggression which 
was intended to be a collective mass-murder of our 
people.

Although I carry a great deal of pain in my heart 
for the absence of my team and myself from this con-
ference, nonetheless, I carry a great deal of joy and 
gratitude from you and for you for the outstanding 
awareness achieved in my country about the New Silk 
Road and the World Land-Bridge, and the new eco-
nomic system of the BRICS. All that was achieved 
through:

• Acquiring, through our Advisory Office, the rights 
to publish and distribute the Arabic version of the EIR 
special report The New Silk Road Becomes the World 
Land-Bridge, and printing one thousand copies for the 
Yemeni market.

• Completing the public reading of half of the 
report, in regular reading events each Tuesday in the 
Yemeni Center for Strategic Studies and Research, 
under the sponsorship of the Yemeni literary giant Dr. 
Abdul Aziz al-Mugalih, and with the participation of 
government agencies, civil-society organizations, and 
different social groups.

• Presenting our Advisory Office’s vision in a spe-
cial conference organized by the finance ministry, re-
sulting in recommendations to the government to estab-
lish a special national commission for coordination 
with the BRICS, and the founding of a national recon-
struction bank.

• Signing a special protocol with the agency for co-
ordination with non-governmental organizations for 
child care, in order to produce and print a children’s 
guide book for the New Silk Road Report.

• Signing a protocol between the ladies in our Advi-
sory Office and the Yemeni Novelist Club to write liter-
ary works reflecting the message and spirit of the New 
Silk Road. These would be novels and stories express-
ing the commitment of the women and men of letters to 
the common good and dignified economic conditions 
for the people.

• Signing of a special protocol for producing a 
guideline for training youth, expressing the rights of 
the youth that have to be included in the National 
Dialog for Peace and Power-Sharing. It will also in-

clude the outcomes of the first BRICS Youth Summit 
held in 2014, and in anticipation of the outcome of the 
upcoming BRICS Youth Summit in Ufa, Russia. It will 
also include the legacy of the Chinese new Foreign 
Policy Paper on the Arab World, which was issued in 
January 2016, and UN Security Council Resolution 
2250 which is related to youth and peace and security. 
All these are to be included in our vision for a national 
youth policy.

• Our Advisory Office presented an offer to the 
Electricity and Power Ministry for a new power policy 
in the short term and long term, including the revival of 
our countrys nuclear power program.

• Establishing a website for our Advisory Office. 
(www.alfouadsolutions.com)

• Informing the different government institutions 
on the importance and necessity of preparing a special 
report for reconstruction of the Yemeni economy to be 
added to the Special Report on the New Silk Road, be-
cause this will strengthen Yemen’s position in interna-
tional negotiations, and will identify the true friend 
from the false ones.

• The Advisory Office paid special attention to the 
refugee crisis, and came up with the vision that large 
scale infrastructure and technological development will 
contribute greatly to this issue as they provide a higher 
standard of living to ever larger numbers of people.

• Training the members of the Advisory Office in 
reading the EIR Special Report on the New Silk Road.

• And finally, our Advisory Office has recently ad-
opted a special vision for the inclusion of space tech-
nology and space science in its activities, to keep up 
with the developments of the New Silk Road in space.

All these efforts and achievements, ladies and gen-
tlemen, were made in a record time of four months, 
under the worst military attack on our nation in known 
history. This was possible due to the dedication and re-
silience of the young women and men in our Advisory 
Office, who confronted the aggressors by creating hope 
for the future, and broke up with the conventional think-
ing methods to make breakthroughs that lead all the 
way to the far side of the Moon.

I thank you for your attention, and would like to 
send to you all a fragrant greeting from my homeland 
and its people, who are in need for your solidarity. We 
wish your conference all the success in its proceedings. 
We will hopefully be able to join you in new events in 
the near future.
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