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On Nov. 18, a gathering, which took as its theme “The 
Spirit of the New Silk Road,” was held in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts to celebrate the 258th birthday of Friedrich 
Schiller, the “Poet of Freedom.” The program for the 
event, and the many cultural offerings which were pre-
sented, were all designed to reflect on the universal 
genius of Confucius and Schiller, and to demonstrate 
the principles upon which Helga Zepp-LaRouche 
founded the Schiller Institute.

After the participants from many ethnic and na-
tional backgrounds heard the international greetings 
sent to the event, it began with a musical “Happy Birth-
day,” a performance of maestro John Sigerson’s choral 
arrangement of Schiller’s An die Freude, from 
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony.

Numerous recitations from Schiller’s poetry, in-
cluding Kolumbus and the Dignity of Women, were pre-

sented, along with performances and readings from 
several of Schiller’s plays, including the prologue of 
The Virgin of Orleans (which describes Johanna leav-
ing her flock, to take the helm, to adopt the divine mis-
sion to lead her countrymen in battle to drive the for-
eign invader from her beloved homeland); “Nein, eine 
Grenze hat Tyrannenmacht. . . ” (No, There’s a limit to 
the tyrant’s power); and “Der Rütlischwur” (the Rütli 
Oath) from Wilhelm Tell. This latter scene was followed 
by a reading of the U.S. Declaration of Independence.

Two representatives from the Confucius Institute at 
University of Massachusetts Boston, Dr. Z. Lu and Mr. 
M. Zhong, chose a perfect contribution for this occa-
sion. After Schiller’s poem Sprüche des Konfuzius was 
presented by Bill Ferguson, the visiting scholars from 
Renmin University read alternating translations in 
Mandarin and in English. Their participation had been 
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arranged by the director of the Confucius Institute 
Boston, who expressed joy at President Trump’s Bei-
jing “state visit plus-plus,” saying “this is the result of 
the hard work of the Schiller Institute.”

The musical offerings were prefaced with an ex-
cerpt from a treatise on music by Confucius, on the vital 
necessity of music in statecraft and personal develop-
ment. It could have been written by Schiller. It con-
cludes: “Therefore, the superior man tries to create har-
mony in the human heart, by a rediscovery of human 
nature, and tries to promote music as a means to the 
perfection of human culture. When such music pre-
vails, and the people’s minds are led towards the right 
ideals and aspirations, we may see the appearance of a 
great nation. Character is the backbone of our human 
nature, and music is the flowering of character.”

Soprano Christina DeVaughn, who performed at the 
Schiller Institute Boston’s Sylvia Olden Lee Tribute in 
October, sang Ernani, involami, from Verdi’s Ernani, 
accompanied by pianist Almira Izumchensky. Soprano 
Annicia Smith performed an original “Schumannian” 

setting of the Goethe poem Gefunden, composed by 
Mrs. Izumchensky.

Helga Zepp-LaRouche’s message, “Why the Schil-
ler Institute? On the Aesthetical Education of Confu-
cius and Schiller,” was read. A recorded international 
greeting from Ramasimong Phillip Tsokolibane of La-
Rouche South Africa, delivered in his native language, 
Sesotho, concluded with a description of the develop-
ment of a “beautiful soul,” from the Analects of Confu-
cius, Book II, verse 4: “The Master said, At fifteen I set 
my heart upon learning. At thirty, I had planted my feet 
firm upon the ground. At forty, I no longer suffered 
from perplexities. At fifty, I knew what were the bid-
dings of Heaven. At sixty, I heard them with docile ear. 
At seventy, I could follow the dictates of my own heart; 
for what I desired no longer overstepped the boundaries 
of right.”

Following several other performances and presenta-
tions, the event was brought to a close with a summa-
tion and review given by William Ferguson, a transcrip-
tion of which is presented in full below.

Nov. 18—Our program today has been intended to 
demonstrate the principles upon which Helga Zepp- 
LaRouche founded the Schiller Institute:

That relations among nations must be based on the 
highest shared ideals of all mankind, as embodied in the 
greatest exemplars of each nation, each culture, for the 
pursuit of “the common aims of Mankind”:

•  That these highest ideals are based on the noblest 
image of Man, that each individual is born with a cre-
ative potential, in the image of the Creator of the uni-
verse, and that the most important purpose of statecraft, 
of government, is to develop the creative powers and 
the character of the citizens, to the highest level possi-
ble;

•  That the indispensable means by which this is 
achieved is through Art—music, poetry, drama, paint-
ing, sculpture, etc., expressed in different ways by dif-
ferent cultures;

•  That we are called to be both patriots of our re-
spective nations, as well as world citizens, that not only 

is there no contradiction between the two ideas, but that 
in fact it is necessary to be both, that there is nothing 
that is beneficial to one’s particular nation that is not 
also a benefit to all of Mankind, and vice-versa.

These are the ideas and motivations that led Mrs. 
LaRouche to establish the Schiller Institute.

In the West, these are the ideas of, among others, 
Socrates, Plato, Moses, St. Augustine, Cusa, Kepler, 
Leibniz, Benjamin Franklin, Abraham Lincoln, and my 
friend and collaborator, Lyndon LaRouche.

In his 1988 autobiography, The Power of Reason, 
Mr. LaRouche recounts his experiences as an enlisted 
American soldier in India in 1945-1946, how he was 
approached by a group of poor, unskilled laborers 
(“coolies”) in Calcutta, whose spokesman asked him, if 
the United States would export textile machinery to 
India, once India had gained its independence. He told 
them that he was only an unimportant soldier, but that 
he believed that America should do so. They were 
pleased with his response. He later emphasized that this 
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