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This is an edited transcript of the exchange between 
Roger Stone and Helga Zepp-LaRouche following Mr. 
Stone’s presentation.

Helga Zepp-LaRouche: Hello Roger, I’m happy 
that you are able to talk to us, because you are one of the 
more fun people of America. [laughter]

But, I really do think that Willy Wimmer, the former 
Deputy Defense Minister of Germany during the Kohl 
Chancellorship, is right—that the only thing standing 
between all of us and World War III is Donald Trump. I 
think that, unfortunately, is correct.

But in light of this, I think it’s very unfortunate that 
President Trump’s relationship with Xi Jinping—
which I think is still existing and very good—but with 
the tariffs, the Chinese are now extremely upset, and 
feel that this is what could become a trade war. Prime 
Minister Li Keqiang has said repeatedly that there is a 
better way to balance the trade deficit, by increasing 
the size of the cake: If the United States would agree 
to collaborate with the Belt and Road in third coun-
tries, like Latin America, Asia, Africa, even some Eu-
ropean countries, there could be joint investments, so 
by increasing investments, you would balance the 
trade.

I think that would be more profitable, because I 
think some of the tariffs also hurt American consumers, 
because of the increased prices. And some American 
corporations have also explained that they’re not happy, 
because it also hurts American firms.

Do you see any way to correct policy in the direc-
tion I’m suggesting? There is a tremendous opportu-
nity right now. The Forum on China-African Coopera-
tion summit in Beijing consolidated an enhanced and 
much deeper relationship between all of Africa and 
China.

The Chinese have repeatedly invited the United 
States to co-invest together. There are so many projects 
which are vital for the future of all of these countries. 

So, my question is, do you agree with this approach, 
and what can we do to help to move things in this direc-
tion?

Roger Stone: I do agree with that approach. First 
of all, I must tell you, I don’t think Donald Trump is a 
big fan of tariffs. I think he used them as a tool, as a 
tactic to get the attention of the people he wants to ne-
gotiate with, and to bring them to the table. The Presi-
dent has said repeatedly that he’s a free trader, and I 
think he is. But he wants fair trade, reciprocal trade. 
How about a trade agreement that benefits both coun-
tries, as opposed to the NAFTA agreement, for exam-
ple, that seems to benefit our trading partners, but not 
benefit us?

The Chinese, I think, had a major impact on the 
President when they visited Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, 
Florida and I think that the personal diplomacy is the 
way to break through. The only way the President can 
get around his own deep-state advisors, is at the urgent 
request of the Chinese. From the President’s point of 
view, he could say, “Well, the tariffs worked. They got 
the attention of the Chinese, who have been taking ad-
vantage of us in some areas.”—and they have. “They’re 
ready to come back to the table! So, I’ve achieved my 
goal.”

Recognize that the President’s trade policies and his 
imposition of tariffs in some cases, is to negate old trade 
agreements which seem to fit in this “one size fits all” 
multinational bastion, as opposed to sitting down with 
individual countries—the U.K., France, Germany, 
China, Russia—and negotiating individual deals that 
speak to the strengths and weaknesses of those indi-
vidual countries and our own country. That’s a far more 
intelligent approach than this one size fits all, sign here, 
300-nations trade deal, which just hasn’t served our 
country very well.

When the President met with the Chinese in Palm 
Beach, they asked for the extradition of a Chinese na-
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tional who is seeking asylum in the United States; the 
President promised to hand the man over. He is not 
wanted for crimes in the United States, he is wanted for 
crimes in China. Yet the President’s own State Depart-
ment and his own Justice Department have stalled what 
is very important to the Chinese, but frankly unimport-
ant, at least on the surface, to our country. And that—
believe it or not—is a sticking point, so much so that the 
Chinese went to Dr. Henry Kissinger and asked him to 
send word to the President that this was important to 
them! And meaningless to us.

Yet, there has been no effort, to date, to send that 

Chinese national back to face justice in his own coun-
try, where he’s wanted for mega-cyber-financial crimes. 
What business is it of ours?

So, I’m still hopeful that you can have even a Big 
Three, even a Big Four summit, where we could make 
substantial progress on these issues. We would be much 
better, from the point of view of world prosperity, and 
the prosperity of our own country, working with China, 
working with Russia, as opposed to having a new trade 
war.

I’d be happy to take another question. Thank you, 
Helga. That was a good one.
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I think America will probably decide the outcome of 
this present historical fight. If the United States were to 
go under, which it could,— Because if these economic 
reforms proposed by my husband are not adopted, I 
think the danger of a collapse of the system will really 
become more and more evident.

Unfortunately Roger Stone had to leave. I think 
that there are certain parameters that show that the 
United States is not in good shape. Even if Trump has 
created some jobs—that’s very good—there are pa-
rameters which are horrible! Look at the fact that life 
expectancy in the United States, which supposedly has 
the most powerful economy in the world, has been 
going down for the last two years, in all age categories. 
Now, if there is any parameter which tells you if an 
economy is doing well or not, it’s whether life expec-
tancy is increasing or decreasing. That should be a 
warning sign. Why is this happening? Because of an 
increase in the death rate—alcoholism, drug over-
doses, suicides because of depression. Depression, 
why? Because if you have no future, then you give up 
at a certain point.

So there is no reason to think that we are out of trou-

ble. The need for infrastructure could not be more obvi-
ous than in this place. The condition of the subways, for 
example, which Diane Sare reports to us every time 
there is a fire in the subway or some line goes out—and 
look at the potholes, the condition of the roads, the rush 
hour traffic in New Jersey. People become crazy, they 
drive like madmen. They drive for two hours in the 
morning, two hours in the evening, sometimes longer—
this is not a normal condition.

The fight is to get the United States to join with 
China and the other countries in the Belt and Road 
Initiative, and to rebuild the United States. If you 
have some vacation time, go to China: It’s really an 
important experience. I think some of you were in 
China last year. Not that everything there is perfect, 
but if you look at the infrastructure, you go on the fast 
trains—it is a pleasure! You truly enjoy travelling on 
these fast train systems. You can go to some of the 
main stations, they’re like palaces—lot s of marble, 
big, not crowded like here, because it is well orga-
nized.

Look at the changing of the entire region from Bei-
jing to Tianjin to Hebei. All the heavy industries are 
being relocated out of Beijing into Hebei and to a new 
city. They are building a completely new system 
whereby everyone should be able to reach their work-
place via modern infrastructure within 20 minutes.


