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This morning, we had a very so-
bering discussion of the dangers 
now threatening all nations on the 
planet, in the form of an increas-
ingly unstable and confrontational 
world strategic picture, and the 
steps that must be taken to navigate 
our way out of those waters.

There is a way forward, a way 
toward a completely different future 
for civilization. But this requires that 
we change the basis upon which na-
tions relate to one another, to be one 
of the common aims of Mankind.

As Helga Zepp-LaRouche put it 
this morning in her keynote address, “Leaders must have 
the courage to project an image of a new future for the 
human species.”

In 2014, the economist and statesman Lyndon La-
Rouche wrote a document  to that end, called “The Four 
New Laws to Save the U.S.A. Now!—Not an Option: An 
Immediate Necessity.” The Fourth, and perhaps the pri-
mary of those Laws, called for an international crash sci-
ence-driver program in nuclear fusion, and impli- 

citly, its cousin, the space program.
Fusion and space are the areas of 

frontier scientific work which 
would be complete game-changers, 
for all people, for all nations. By 
their nature, these areas necessitate 
international cooperation for the 
common progress for all.

Our panel this afternoon repre-
sents top leaders and top scientists 
in these fields on the international 
stage, people who have taken it 
upon themselves to think about 
solving the big problems facing 
Mankind, by pushing the boundar-

ies of our scientific and technological capabilities.
In 2016, a few days after the U.S. election, Lyndon 

LaRouche said the following, which, for me, sums up 
the purpose of what we’re trying to do with our discus-
sion this afternoon:

You’re going to develop and extend the 
power of Mankind, in the universe, and for 
the universe. The time has come to get 
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This is the edited transcription 
of Mr. Ross’s presentation to the 
Schiller Institute conference on 
September 5. He is a co-author of 
the Schiller Institute’s 2017 Special 
Report, Extending the New Silk 
Road to West Asia and Africa: A 
Vision of an Economic Renais-
sance. Subheads are the author’s.

Throughout his career, Lyndon 
LaRouche was the American politi-
cal figure most well-known for his 
advocacy of nuclear fusion, as the 
absolutely essential next step in 
human progress.

In the mid-1970s, LaRouche founded the Fusion 
Energy Foundation (FEF), dedicated to making nuclear 
fusion a reality. The FEF published a technical journal, 
the International Journal of Fusion Energy; a maga-
zine, Fusion; and a number of books. Its members were 
involved in the legislative process and in the discus-
sions with President Ronald Reagan about what Reagan 
proposed in a nationwide TV broadcast on March 23, 
1983 under the name, “Strategic Defense Initiative,” a 
proposal to work with the Soviet Union to develop new 
defensive technologies, including lasers for knocking 
out nuclear weapons and thus make the world safe from 
nuclear extinction.

LaRouche believed that it was only by superseding 
past science and technology that poverty could be en-
tirely eliminated, the problem of resource depletion 
could be overcome, and humanity would be able to per-
form the next generation of experiments to discover the 
next generation of scientific principles. This is a process 
of unending growth of the human species that mirrors 

the developments we’ve seen both in 
the biosphere—with the increasing 
complexity and energy intensity of 
life—and in the universe as a whole, 
with the formation of complex celes-
tial structures whose mysteries we 
have only begun to explore.

In this presentation, we will take 
up three topics:

1. The economic value of scien-
tific progress, 

2. The infrastructural, industrial, 
political, and cultural platform by 
which scientific progress changes 
our lives, and

3. How great visions for scientific and technological 
advance bring us to an understanding of the universal-
ity of the potential immortality of the individual human 
mind.

The Economic Value of Scientific Progress
Human economy exists because of that which dis-

tinguishes us absolutely from the animals: the ability of 
the individual human mind to develop a hypothesis, an 
idea, that embodies something perceived not by the 
senses, but which acts upon the perceived world—that 
is, universal physical principles.

These discoveries are like tools, but they aren’t 
physical. An ape may use a stick to extract a meal of 
termites out of a mound in the earth, and a sea otter may 
use rocks to crack shellfish to consume, but only human 
beings use electromagnetism, navigation, geometry, 
poetry, fire, mathematics, and music.

Only our beautiful species, sharing a universality of 
the powers of our minds, unlike any animal, has built 
irrigation systems to improve access to food, trans-
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human beings to think in these terms, 
now. Because if you don’t do that, you will 
fail.

So, therefore, you have to have this sense that you 

are a universal personality, reaching into space, reach-
ing into areas of development of Mankind beyond what 
Mankind had ever done before. 

What’s your purpose in life? Your purpose in life, is 
to reach beyond what Mankind has reached before.
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