to live within the international community, build their
country, build their people, and try to manage our own
problems. So. let’s hope that we will get out of this ag-
gression. The blockade will be lifted; Sana’a airport
will be opened. And we will receive as many as we can
from our friends all over the world.

And when it comes to peace, [there’s] lots of talk
about peace nowadays. The new U.S. administration
has delegated an envoy, Timothy Lenderking. And we
in Yemen, really do welcome anyone; we do welcome
anyone who is trying to help us to reach peace. But ev-
eryone in the world should know, we want real peace—
sustainable and justified. We will not accept peace on
conditions of aggressor countries, like Saudi Arabia. or
the Emirates, or whatsoever, of those people.

And we do support the envoy of the UN and will try
our best to help him. And again, we say it: a justified, a
just and sustainable peace, not a peace that really con-
forms to the wishes of the aggressors. No way will we
accept it. And we know that we will prevail.

When it comes to the issue of the reconstruction of
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Yemen: Yemen, at the end of this aggression will be re-
constructed. Those who destroyed our towns, those
who killed our people will pay the price. And they will
put the required funds for this. And we will try our best
that, within the Silk Road Initiative and activities, we
will try to get the help of those countries under the um-
brella of the Silk Road Initiative, and Silk Road proj-
ects, and other activities. And we will do our best that
we become, really, a good factor and a successful input
for the Silk Road Initiative.

Last word, concerning the youth, and the young
people of the world, including the Silk Road project: |
do encourage everyone, really, to put their best efforts
for a successful implementation of the project of the
Silk Road. And we in Yemen, when the guns are silent;
we will be a good factor, we will have a good input in
that project.

And my best regards, my best wishes to all of our
friends, all over the world. Peace for Yemen, and peace
for the world!

Thank you.

Haidar Al-Fuadi Al-Atabi

How Iraq Can Be a Peace Bridge,
Not a Wrestling Ring for Powers

Myr. Al-Atabi is a Member of the
Council of Representatives, Iraq's
parliament. This is his statement to
the third panel, “Southwest Asia:
Pivot for War, or Peaceful Develop-
ment with the New Silk Road,” of
the Schiller Institute’s March 20-21
international  conference, “The
World at a Crossroad: Two Months
into the New Administration.” His
speech was translated by Hussein
Askary.

I extend to you all our love and
appreciation crowned with the
most fragrant greetings of peace. Our most sublime
prayers are for your success in this conference, and
thank you for inviting me to speak to you.

Greetings to the international Schiller Institute and
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its chairwoman, Mrs. Helga Zepp-
LaRouche, for convening this im-
portant conference in this very sen-
sitive time. And greetings to all
esteemed guests.

Development Debate in Iraq

We would like to also thank the
member of the Schiller Institute
and administrator of the Arabic
LaRouche School of Physical
Economics, my brother and dear
friend Mr. Hussein Askary, for his
interventions in the ongoing debate
in Iraq regarding the reconstruc-
tion of the country and its economic development. We
have indeed benefitted much from his interventions
and proposals.

Today, we would like to discuss a number of im-
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portant matters and problems from which the struc-
ture of the Iraqi state suffers. And among these issues
is the condition of the infrastructure in Iraq, and the
rentier nature of the Iraqi economy [an economy de-
pendent on a single source of wealth, here oil—trans.].
We will also point at the importance of activating the
Iraqi-Chinese Framework of Cooperation, generally
known in the media as the “Oil for Reconstruction
Agreement.”

There is a whole package of problems that haunt the
Iraqi economy, and the China Agreement has many ad-
vantages in dealing with them, advantages for the Iraqi
people and their economy. We believe these advantages
are many. The China-Iraq Agreement can be considered
the key to ridding Iraq of many of its suffocating social
and economic crises.

I would like to deal with some of these today, which
are six, [ but will discuss two of them in depth due to
time restrictions.

Among the problems Iraq is suffering from are the
catastrophic deficit in infrastructure; the huge rate of
unemployment, especially among the youth; the chronic
budget deficit; and the nature of the oil-dependent Iraqi
economy. The Agreement can also help us get rid of the
corruption in the country. It also facilitates connecting
Iraq to the New Silk Road project.

One of the urgent matters is the catastrophic deficit
in infrastructure, whether the [hard infrastructure] like
ports, airports, roads, railways, power generation, water
and housing, or the soft infrastructure such as health-
care, education and scientific research.

Iraq and China can cooperate to build many proj-
ects in more than one sector of infrastructure we men-
tioned, all at once. For example, building the Faw
Great Port and roads and railways to and from it; build-
ing power plants, housing clusters, factories, water
projects and sewage systems in more than one spot on
the Iraqi map.

Therefore, we have to solve the infrastructure prob-
lem, because it affects the social structure, too. And I
believe this agreement will help pick Iraq up out of
these problems in the infrastructure.

Iraq Needs New Economic Structure
The other very important matter today, is the mas-
sive unemployment rate, especially among the young
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segments which constitute a major part of the popula-
tion in Iraq. We believe that unemployment makes
those youth a ticking social bomb and a reservoir of
recruitment for extremist and perverted groups. A
clever and serious Iraqi negotiator should make it a
condition of cooperation with China, to employ a major
ratio of Iraqi workers and engineers in the projects un-
dertaken by the Chinese companies inside Iraq. We all
know that the Chinese worker and engineer today have
a relatively high wage and enjoy stability and prosper-
ity in their country, and are not eager to work for a lesser
wage and in a potentially challenging condition abroad.
Therefore, Chinese companies tend to train the labor
force in the host country. Thus, Iraq would be able to
find employment for tens of thousands of youths in
these projects.

Therefore, we believe that the Iraqi-Chinese Agree-
ment is a key to find a solution to many big problems,
because the agreement will build for Iraq and its people
the economic platform upon which the Iraqi economy
will stand to move the wheels of the industrial as well
as agricultural production, and even vitalize the tourism
sector. To get rid of this reliance on the rentier, single
source of wealth, as we argued earlier, Iraq needs a new
economic structure.

This is the problem the Iraqi people are suffering
from. Therefore, this agreement, we believe, is very im-
portant for escaping the debacle in which the sons of
our people find themselves in our beloved country.

Finally, I hope that Iraq will become a bridge for
peace and cooperation among the regional and interna-
tional powers, not a wrestling ring where they fight. We
call on the United States of America and the other
powers to respect the sovereignty and independence of
Iraq, and endeavor to cooperate with China or other
powers; to respect the global order and United Nations
Charter on the basis of equality among all nations, be
they large or small; and to respect their sovereignty and
independence of policymaking, but at the same time
work jointly for peace, economic development, and
mutual benefits.

I thank for your attention, and I wish your confer-
ence all success. By the will of God, we will see this
Framework Cooperation Agreement implemented on
the ground, so that our people may enjoy the various
fruits of it. Thank you!
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