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Jacques Cheminade is Presi-
dent of Solidarité et Progrès, a po-
litical party in France, associated 
with the ideas of Lyndon LaRouche. 
He spoke on the third panel, “South-
west Asia: Pivot for War, or Peaceful 
Development with the New Silk 
Road,” of the Schiller Institute’s 
March 20-21 international confer-
ence, “The World at a Crossroad—
Two Months into the New Adminis-
tration.”

We have reached one of those 
moments of history in which the human capacity to sur-
vive is at stake. After having heard our speakers of the 
preceding three panels, nobody can deny this. It is a 
moment of tragedy, because the main world leaders, at 
least in our Western world, have lost their commitment 
to care for others, for the advantage of others, as defined 
by the 1648 Treaty of Westphalia, key to establishing 
peace among nations. We ourselves would become 
tragic heroes if we were to concede to the self-destruc-
tive dynamics of our societies, caring more for our own 
destiny than for the common good of Humanity. 

What I mean by a “call to action” is not to tell people 
what to do, which would certainly be preposterous, but 
to give through my contribution on what has to be done, 
a sense of the common commitment by all of us here, 
not yet as a force in numbers, but as the main potential 
for the world to come, because we are committed to the 
common good, the “General Welfare of ourselves and 
our posterity.” As members or friends of the Schiller 
Institute, from multiple geographical and intellectual 
origins, we act for the “coincidence of the opposites,” 
for a constantly renewed higher purpose, in a moral, 
political, economic and aesthetic sense, to reach a unity 
from what has inspired our contributions.

We refuse to become Hamlets, selfishly obsessed by 
a culture of death. We have fewer excuses today to 
remain at an academic and existentialist level than our 
predecessors before World War II. Let us listen to what 
Dr. Leo Alexander, expert adviser to the Nuremberg 
Tribunal, had to say about their political sins of action 
and omission at that time:

Whatever the proportions these 
Nazi crimes assumed, it became 
evident to all who investigated 
them that they had started from 
small beginnings…. But it is im-
portant to realize that the infi-
nitely small hedged-in lever 
from which this entire trend of 
mind received its impetus was 
the attitude toward the non-reha-
bilitatable sick.

Let’s be frank, we have fewer ex-
cuses. Already Lyndon LaRouche, 

during the nineteen eighties of the past century, warned 
us that potentially, today’s criminal acts were many 
times worse in impact than those of Adolf Hitler. Some 
took that as a provocation or a metaphor, but what is hap-
pening in the world since then fully confirms that poten-
tial. We are not facing “small beginnings” only. While 
people are dying from hunger, while countries like 
Yemen and Syria are tortured, while most of the world is 
left without a decent public health sector to fight against 
pandemics, our leaders turn their heads away or, worse, 
participate in the crimes. This has been stated better than 
I could do by our preceding speakers. 

The humiliation of the other has become a common, 
bestial behavior. The financial “Great Leap Backward, 
in the clutches of a green financial dictatorship, has 
become the policy of the West, ineluctably leading, if 
enforced, due to the lack of physical economic devel-
opment, to a policy which polite people call population 
reduction, and the less polite, mass murders. More 
money has been issued in a few months in the United 
States than in two centuries of American history. And 
Japan, Western Europe and Latin-America are going in 
the same direction, giving money to the money manag-
ers and not to productive investment. As a result, the 
present and the expected potential economic produc-
tion in the future, are not able to even maintain the 
present level of world population. It is not a technical 
mistake but the willfully destructive policy of an oli-
garchy to maintain its power against the interests of the 
other.

Such an evil behavior leads to war. Joe Biden, the 
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President of the United States, dared to call the Presi-
dent of Russia a “killer.” While Putin takes it with his 
ironical smile, the Russian Ambassador in Washington 
has been recalled to Russia, and Dmitry Medvedev, 
Deputy Chairman of the Russian Security Council, de-
clared: “I can only quote Freud: ‘Nothing in life is more 
expensive than illness and stupidity’.” At the same 
time, the United States announced its commitment to 
deploy “mini-nukes,” lowering the nuclear war thresh-
old—NATO deploys its Defender 2021 military exer-
cises next to the Russian borders, while Jens Stolten-
berg, NATO’s Secretary General, calls for a “Global 
NATO” extended into Asia, and the British government 
pursues the aggressive dream of a “Global Britain.” 
Western policies are even worse towards China, as we 
all know. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, Secretary 
of Defense Lloyd Austin, and the entire Biden Admin-
istration, are openly implementing joint preparations 
for military confrontations with China.

From the “Project for a New American Century” of 
the Cheney era, to the National Defense Strategy docu-
ment of 2018, to the present Interim National Security 
Strategic Guidance and the letter signed by President 
Biden on the Legal and Policy Framework for the 
United States’ use of Military Force and Related Na-
tional Security Operations, the same war mongering 
tone prevails, over some hypocritical references to “de-
mocracy” and “responsibility to protect.”

We, of course, say “No!” to all these threats. The 
dissolution of NATO, to put all these imperial threats to 
an end, has become mandatory. A circle of reflection of 
French inter-arms, composed of major retired generals, 
has issued a call to “stop the mad train of NATO” before 
it’s too late. But, of course, much more is needed. 

Helga Zepp-LaRouche calls for:
•  the immediate establishment of a modern health 

care system in every country of the world;
•  the doubling of world agricultural production in 

order to eliminate hunger and poverty for a growing 
world population;

•  the end of the casino economy through a global 
Glass-Steagall law to separate the banks;

•  a New Bretton Woods credit system to provide 
productive credit for investments in the real economy;

•  the creation of 1.5 billion new productive jobs to 
rebuild the world economy after the pandemic and to 
seriously begin to overcome global devolution; and

•  cooperating with Russia and China to develop the 
New Silk Road in South West Asia and Africa, thereby 

addressing the root causes of the refugee crisis while 
establishing a lasting peace order.

I made similar proposals for my country, France. 
Too often I hear people saying: “The conditions are not 
met…. It’s too good to be true….” And even “I think 
that human beings are not as good as you think.” This is 
the moral decay of populations in our Western World. 
Faced with the permanent lying of their leaders, they 
have too often lost their belief in the Good.

It is to tackle this cultural pessimism that I make this 
call for action.

Our fourth panel will show the commitment of doc-
tors, farmers and persons engaged on the first front for 
human life, to present their proofs that the Good could 
and should be actualized, that a better world is possible, 
based on a moral commitment and all the potential 
means of production and transportation to build plat-
forms of human development. [See last week’s EIR for 
the Panel 4 presentations.] The three ongoing Mars 
ventures express this cultural optimism, necessary to all 
of us to build a world of explorers beyond the borders 
of the known universe, both physically, mentally and, 
in a real sense, spiritually.

I strongly advise those of you who have not yet read 
it, to read Lyndon LaRouche’s book, written in 2005, 
Earth’s Next Fifty Years, and those who have already 
read it, to re-read it, with the intention to better explore 
the potential of your commitment, to become more con-
fident about your own powers.

The battle for the future is not a lesson to be learned 
and followed, but a call for creation within our minds, 
and for action on behalf of justice. Let me remind you 
of Plato’s first book of The Republic, where he leads 
Glaucon, Polemarchus and Thrasymachus to explore 
what Justice is. He shows them that justice is neither to 
submit to public opinion and expect to trade advan-
tages, nor to serve one’s friends and harm one’s ene-
mies, nor to seek the advantage of the strongest. 
Socrates stresses that, “the love of honor and money is 
considered as a shameful thing, and rightly so,” and 
adds that “power is a necessary task, not to find one’s 
own advantage, but the advantage of the governed, and 
mostly of the weakest among them.”

This is what we have to mobilize ourselves for. The 
difficulty starts when we look at the state of affairs 
today: Western powers dividing the world into two cat-
egories, friends and enemies, with no sense of the 
common good, infecting public opinions with that 
sense, and dividing to conquer, as a principle to control 
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the populations. This leads, “logically,” to the world of 
the Thrasymachus and the Alcibiades, i.e., rule by force 
and war of all against all.

Our call to action is therefore a call to change the 
very way of thinking of our fellow citizens, and to act to 
make it not only possible, but the most enjoyable thing 
to do, because to do the Good is fun. To organize each 
other we have therefore to be ruthless, because we do 
expect the best from each of us. It is with such a com-
mitment that Gandhi won the independence of India, 

and Martin Luther King the end of segregation. The 
taste of victory is therefore not only possible, but neces-
sary. As an objective imposed upon ourselves, going 
much further than Gandhi and Martin went (and we can 
find other cases), not to imitate them in this or that, but 
to fulfill their dreams. Let’s have many dreams come 
true, and sound the drum of history, but this time, as 
what was said in the first panel, with the best of all pos-
sible music to reach a harmony of interests along a 
World Land-Bridge.

The following are selected exchanges from the dis-
cussion period of Panel 3, “Southwest Asia: Pivot for 
War, or Peaceful Development with the New Silk Road,” 
which included six speakers, the moderator Diane Sare, 
and Helga Zepp-LaRouche. Panel 3 was held on March 
21, 2021, the second, concluding day of the interna-
tional Schiller Institute conference, “World at a Cross-
road: Two Months into the New U.S. Administration.”

Moderator: I would like to ask Helga Zepp-La-
Rouche, the founder of the Schiller Institute and the 
convener of this conference, if she has some thoughts 
that she would like to express now.

Helga Zepp-LaRouche: I want to express my grat-
itude to all the speakers, who I think portrayed a very 
important picture about this region of the world which I 
wish very, very much would again have the glory it had 
during the time when Baghdad was the most developed 
city in the world—the Abbasid Dynasty period. I think 
we are on a good way of accomplishing that.

But I want to thank especially Senator Black and 
Ambassador Raimbaud, because what you said is so 
urgent to be heard. What you told the whole world, and 
hopefully we get the message out to as many countries 
and people as possible, is not known. It may be known 
among certain circles and people in the region, but if 
you ask people in the United States or Western Europe, 
they have never heard—and we got several messages to 
this conference—they have never heard a live voice out 
of Syria or out of Yemen.

I want to really thank you, because it was mentioned 
several times that crimes are being committed which 

remind us of what happened to be set as the standard in 
the Nuremberg trials. One could add a lot of things. I 
think the underdevelopment, the denial of the right to 
development for every single human being on this 
planet, fits the same category, because it is as murder-
ous as if you kill people in any other way. 

So, I really want to thank you, and we make a solemn 
commitment to get this message out as widely as pos-
sible with the idea to change this policy and replace it 
with one where all the neighbors of the Southwest Asian 
region are working together to undo this incredible in-
justice which has occurred with the New Silk Road.

I call on all the people in Europe, Russia, China, 
India, Egypt, all countries to join hands and help in this 
development project, and then it can be done. I also 
want back up what Jacques said. We need a call to 
action and a big mobilization.

Moderator: Dr. Arbache, if you have something 
you would like to say now, please go ahead.

Dr. Zaid Arbache: Good afternoon! I believe that 
everything is clear. And the caliber of the speakers—
they’re all fighting for the goal of your conference. I am 
very happy with the conference. 

South and Central Asian 
Post-Pandemic Strategy

Moderator: We now go to the first question, which 
I think could be answered by both Hussein Askary and 
Mr. Ramay, and Helga may have things to say. It comes 
from Mr. Sayed Mujtaba Ahmadi, who is the Deputy 
Chief of Mission from the Embassy of the Islamic Re-
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