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This is the edited transcript of 
the presentation of Eva Karene 
Bartlett to the Oct. 6, 2022, press 
conference sponsored by EIR, titled 
“We Will Not Be Silenced! Speaking 
Truth in Times of War.” Ms. Bartlett 
is a Canadian-American activist, 
commentator, blogger, and wartime 
correspondent. Subheads have been 
added.

The video of the entire confer-
ence is available here.

In Donetsk
Thanks for having me partici-

pate in this panel. I apologize for being a bit late; it’s 
not easy to be on time here. I’m in Donetsk; I came 
back here on Sept. 17th. At the very moment I was ar-
riving in the city, midday, Ukraine was shelling central 
Donetsk with 155mm NATO-caliber weapons which 
killed four civilians, one of whom was still lying on 
the ground when I got to the area where she had been 
murdered.

Two days later, on Sept. 19th, Ukraine shelled dif-
ferent areas of central Donetsk, killing 16 civilians. I 
went to one of the areas where it was a massacre; there 
were nine people killed in that one spot. Their bodies 
were still on the ground; pieces of bodies were strewn 
down the street. It was a horrific sight.

Three days later, Ukraine again shelled central Do-
netsk, this time near a busy central market. Also, on a 
street with a streetcar, with public transportation, pe-
destrians, a church in the other direction. That shelling 
killed six civilians; again, their bodies were still on the 
ground at the time I arrived about 30 minutes after the 
shelling.

These are all completely civilian areas of Donetsk; 
they were not military targets. This is not the first time, 

of course. We know that Ukraine has 
been shelling central Donetsk. They 
were doing so in August when I was 
here, they were doing so in June 
when I was here. Donetsk civilians 
are being terrorized.

The reason I’m a little bit late 
is I was meeting with a journalist I 
know who I worked with in 2019. 
He was explaining to me, because I 
wanted to know, not being a weap-
ons expert of any sort, I wanted to 
clarify: Is there any legal basis for 
what Ukraine is doing here? He 
said, “No. If Ukraine was actually 

striking a military target and there were civilians who 
were injured or wounded, and Ukraine is doing so, that 
would be a different issue. But when Ukraine fires five 
or seven or ten shells into the center of the city, that’s 
pure terrorism.”

This has continued, by the way, post-referenda. I 
was just looking at some notes from a local Telegram 
channel. October 1st, seven people were killed in Do-
netsk; October 2nd, two people; October 3rd, two peo-
ple; October 5th, three people killed. That’s 14 people 
killed in the span of five days. Some days ago, around 
6 p.m., using the HIMARS system, Ukraine fired mis-
siles onto central Donetsk, hitting two different shop-
ping mall areas. Thankfully, as I understand, the air 
defense shot down the missiles, but still, there was con-
siderable damage. Nobody was killed that day, thank-
fully, but it could have been, of course, a lot worse.

In Horlivka
Just yesterday, I went to Horlivka with a couple of 

journalists. Horlivka is north of Donetsk; it’s a very 
hard-hit area, especially the villages around Horlivka. 
They’ve been shelled relentlessly for over eight years. 
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start the repair of the pipelines, including Russia be-
cause it’s a Russian pipeline; immediately stopping 
the sanctions; and going in the direction of a solution 
which can only be inclusive, an international security 
and development architecture; reorganizing the bank-

rupt financial system; and going in the direction of Mu-
tually-Assured Survival; and not going in the direction 
of World War III.

This is a serious matter, and we want to have the 
widest discussion possible about these ideas.
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I had gone to one of them in 2019, and I went back 
there yesterday. Basically, and again what I was told by 
the journalist that I was with today, what I saw, were 
the remains of the houses that I saw in 2019, most de-
stroyed at this point.

So, I went to the administrative building of Hor-
livka, and talked with the head of that village to hear 
about the Ukrainians’ continued shelling. I didn’t go 
beyond. In 2019, I went beyond that administrative 
building, and I saw houses; some were still standing, 
most were in states of utter disuse. Roofs were blown 
off; walls blown out. One was still smoldering from 
having been shelled two days prior. This time I wasn’t 
able to get there, because it was too dangerous to go 
there. I did go to another village and tried to interview 
people there. Most of the people were moving quickly 
through the town center, but not because they were 
afraid to be interviewed. Sometimes that’s the case; 
sometimes people fear reprisals if they are interviewed 
by foreign media. In this case, I was told they feared 
sticking around the town center, because Ukraine’s 
shelling was so frequent.

I drove around that town and saw quite a lot of 
destruction. Most of the people I saw who were still 
there were elderly. In my experience, the elderly either 
don’t have anywhere to go, don’t have the means to go 
anywhere, or don’t want to leave their homes. So, they 
are being terrorized by Ukraine’s shelling. One man 
was standing on his balcony, and he pointed to the fact 
that his windows were blown out. He said that he had 
just covered them with plastic sheeting and was going 
to have to endure winter with that. That is the case in 
many areas of the Donbass which have been affected 
by Ukraine’s shelling.

The Referenda
I don’t know how much I can address in terms of 

repercussions for being observers at the referenda, be-
cause I haven’t left here yet. I haven’t received any 
sort of emails, but I’m aware that colleagues who came 
here to be observers at the referenda have been threat-
ened with some sort of sanctions or otherwise. I myself 
have not received that. I do expect, being both a citizen 
of the U.S. and Canada, that I probably will.

I want to state from the perspective of someone 
who was here prior to, during, and after the referenda, 
that in terms of how the media has covered that—and 
I’m sure maybe this has already been discussed, so I 
apologize for making a repeated point.

Most of us on this panel know that the referen-

da were held in a very democratic and free manner, 
[though] perhaps not the most ideal. There wasn’t 
always 100% privacy, but frankly people here didn’t 
care, because it was well known what they wanted. 
And that was to join Russia.

I was going around to different areas of Donetsk, 
including Kievky, which is a very hard-hit area, rou-
tinely, repeatedly shelled on an almost daily basis by 
Ukraine. I went to Kirovsky. Same situation; this one 
in western Donetsk. I went to Horlivka, and I went to 
Mariupol. This is during the five days of the referenda. 
I saw volunteers from the Voting Commission going 
door-to-door, and I’m aware of how Western media 
is construing, more how Western media is portray-
ing things as people having had a gun pointed at their 
head. That was not the case. There were local soldiers 
providing security, but nobody was intimidated by 
them. I started asking people, “Is anyone coercing you 
to vote?” And they would laugh, and say, “No, we’ve 
been waiting for this for over eight years.”

So, frankly the way the Western media is—it’s 
not surprising the way they’ve been reporting on the 
referenda—but in my experience, people here were 
overjoyed that the referenda finally came about, and 
they’re overjoyed with the results. I did conduct inter-
views the day after just to follow up and see, ask more 
of the same questions. One of the things they would 
say when I asked, “What do you expect, having joined 
Russia?” they’d say, “Peace.” That’s their overriding 
will, is peace. They want an end to Ukraine’s shelling. 
They also hope for some kind of economic stability, 
but peace was the overriding issue.

The People of the Donbass
I’m sorry I didn’t have time to prepare a speech. 

I didn’t have time to do much of anything. One other 
point I do want to emphasize is that whereas if we’re 
following some of the comments coming from people 
holding extremist views in Ukraine, they view people 
here in the Donbass as subhuman, as expendable, as 
people they can kill. When I talk to people here, howev-
er, most people refer to Ukrainians as their brothers and 
sisters, and they just want an end to this war. They want 
to be stable; they want their rights as Russian speakers. 
But they’re not calling for bloodshed; they’re not call-
ing for more death. They just want peace and stability.

It’s really a shame—although again not surpris-
ing—that Western media won’t air this; it is a shame 
how dehumanized people here have been. How their 
entire narrative has been disappeared from the me-
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dia’s reporting on things here. The media implies 
things started only in February of this year, when we 
all know it started in 2014. They’ve paid very dearly 
for not wanting what happened in Kyiv and Odessa 
to come to them here. They’re some of the most hu-
mane people I’ve met, very kind. They’re very well-
informed; they have no disillusions about what’s 
happening here. When I ask the question—because 
I know the way the media is spinning things—“Do 
you feel like Russia invaded here?” one man’s reac-
tion was, “How can Russia invade when we wanted to 
join Russia?”

I don’t blame people in the West for not under-
standing what’s happening on the ground here, because 

there are simply very few Western reporters who will 
come here. They do exist, though. Any of the West-
ern media that I have seen here—and I’ve only seen 
in March two French media channels—were present-
ed with the same information that we were presented 
with, but they chose not to report on it. So, it’s on their 
hands, the fact that they haven’t reported the truth. I 
know they have directives.

I’m very happy to be here, and to be able to share 
my experiences with you and the people who read my 
work or follow what I have to say on social media and 
my Telegram channel and on YouTube.

If anyone has a question now or later, I’d be happy 
to address that.

The following statement was re-
leased Sept. 30, 2022 by Natalia 
Vitrenko, a leader of the Progres-
sive Socialist Party of Ukraine, after 
the Zelensky government’s ban on 
her party was upheld by Ukrainian 
Supreme Court in what it called a 
“simplified procedure”—a fast track 
with no attention to the violations of 
truth and law raised in the PSPU’s 
appeal. Dr. Vitrenko is an economist 
who has published many analyses 
of Ukraine’s physical economy and 
its looting over the past 25 years; a 
People’s Deputy of Ukraine, 1995-
2002; and a former leading Presidential candidate 
(1999) whose campaign was violently attacked, includ-
ing with grenades. Subheads have been added.

Message to members of the Progressive Socialist Party 
of Ukraine (PSPU), members of the Central Com-
mittee of the PSPU, and friends all over the world:

On 27 September 2022 in Kyiv, the Administra-
tive Appeals Court of the Supreme Court of Ukraine 
partially satisfied the PSPU’s Appellate Complaint, by 
deleting from the ruling of the 8th Administrative Ap-
peals Court in Lviv, dated 23 June 2022, a part of the 
abhorrent charges, while allowing the decision on ban-

ning our Party to stand.

Court Ruling Was a ‘Politically 
Motivated Punishment’

I believe that this not only is a 
politically motivated punishment of 
our Party, but it tramples on all the 
foundations of European democra-
cy. The principle of the supremacy 
of law, enshrined in the Constitu-
tion and in conventions, has been 
trampled—a principle that consists 
of lawfulness; legal certainty; the 
prohibition of arbitrary actions; 
guaranteed access to due process, 

provided by independent and fair courts; respect for 
human rights; the prohibition of discrimination; and 
guaranteed equality before the law.

The PSPU’s Appellate Complaint smashed to piec-
es the ruling by the court of the first instance, showing 
that it was unlawful and baseless. Our opponents, rep-
resented by the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine (Min-
Just) and the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU), failed 
in their suit, their written answers to the PSPU’s Ap-
pellate Complaint, and their oral arguments before the 
Supreme Court, to refute a single legal substantiation 
of the invalidity of their accusations against our Party.

The Supreme Court’s 27 September decision 
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