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is clear: many possibilities to obtain a peaceful solution
to this European conflict have been neglected, even be-
fore the outbreak of hostilities. Diplomatic activity has
not been the favored voice. It is time for our leaders
to take stock of the situation and to avoid a totally ir-
reversible situation.

My thoughts are with the people of Ukraine. | have

no doubt that they would have preferred a demilita-

rized, neutral Ukraine, a prosperous, free and harmoni-

ous union instead of exodus, drama, and destruction.
Let us have a strong will to replace weapons with

diplomacy. And so, | salute here the initiative of the

city of Stralsund in Germany for this will for peace.
Thank you.
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Good afternoon to all our friends who are connected
to this very important meeting for peace in the world.

I am Italian, and I believe that we face a very grave
threat right now in the world, in which the entire hu-
man race is at risk. So, what is needed is an effort, a
very big effort, a political moral, cultural and ethical
effort, we could say, because all of the world’s people
are together facing this threat, this danger of the end
of the human species. Very possibly, very probably a
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- nuclear war is the greatest, the worst
catastrophe that we can see in our fu-
ture.

Thus, as an Italian and a citizen
of the world, as a political person,
as someone involved in seeking the
best future for us all, I believe that
we need unity and a dialogue among
all of us, a world dialogue of the
most responsible parties to confront
this threat. Italy and Europe are on
the front lines facing this danger, but
the entire world is in danger.

A meeting or meetings such as this
are very important to pressure world
leaders to choose a way forward or
the best pathway to achieve peace for all citizens. This
is no time for one or another country to exert its su-
premacy or its imperialism in the world. This is the time
to think of the future of all humanity. | believe that we
all have to do everything we can, and we can do a lot.

| truly believe that nations that are united can do
a great deal. The force of a united people cannot be
stopped. Our mission is to build a universal alliance, a
world alliance against war, against the spirit of war, to
build a real and lasting peace in the interest of the na-
tions of the entire world.

I am here in Italy but | can be with our friends in
Latin America. | believe Latin America is a very im-
portant place from which to send a very strong mes-
sage to all the leaders of the most powerful nations to
really change the direction away from their tragic spirit
of war that we must replace with a spirit of peace.

Thanks to you all, and let’s proceed. | am here and
I am happy to answer your questions.

Thank you.
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